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fmerica, tho French Republic, the United Kingdom 
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of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, against 

Hermann :ilhelm Goering et al, Defendants, sitting 

at Nurnberg, Germany, on 6 August, 1946, 

1000-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence presidinge 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will sit in closed session on Thursday 

afternoon. That is to say, it will not sit in open session after one o'clock 
on Thursday. It will sit in open session on Saturday morning until one 
o'clock. 


PAUL HAUSER --- Resumed 


DIRECT EXAMINATION - Continued 


a special firht 


Waffen SS, were used 
In the opera- 
area there were no partisan fichts o ; whole Usually they took 

part in the rear areas 

Sicherungs Divisions, Security Divisions, 


battalions, snd besides thot, 37 l police troops, 


SS at the front were not especially trained to this kind of fighting. 


civisions of the army were not used for this kind of fichting, oithcr. 
tho East, units of my division wore nover 
partisans at any time.  Thoroforo it was not a special tas 


anc. thoy hac net been trained or soloctod for this purpose especially. 





MU 


a 


Q W hat relationship existed between the Waffen-SS on 


e 
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one hand and the Sicherheitspolizei and Ordnungspolizei, and 
the so-called Einsctzgruppon and the Linsatzkonmmendos? 

A These various branches of the organization of Heinrich 
Himmler, unfortunately, wear vio same uniform even though they 
wear different insignia. The common point was the hoad-- 
Himmler, The various branches wore completely separate from 
each other, the separation was intensified more and more during 
tho war. Units of the Waffon-S” wero under tho command of the 
Army Officors. The othor brenches were subordinate to Himmler. 

9 Did you heer anything about tho SD-Zinsctzgruppon? 

They were used in tho rear areas alongside tho secret 
police, I novor had any contact, any personal contact with 
tho various branches, Therofore, I cannot give you any informa- 
tion as tho activity. 

9 truo that only during your arrost did 
you hour anything -. ll about tho participation of small units 
of tho Wafion-S$? 

A Yos, Only during r 
mattors. 

Q ho Fisher S" cud Police Loader belong to tho 
officors f tho Weffon. SS? 

Police Lecder did not belong to 
tko Wcffon-SS. Thoy h-a no cuthority to cormand and they 
hed nothing, wh:.tsoover, to do with us, 

Q Dida the Weffon-SS furnish tho guarding units snd tho 
so-colled Kormmandcntur personnol in wmncontration canps? 

A Units guarding tho oonccontraticn carips cnd the person- 
nol in tho Sormandontur did not bolong to tho Waffon-SS, Only 
in tho course of tho vcr, thoso units wore designated as Waffon- 
SS in order to give thon froođon to ccrry out their polico dutics 
Tho noribors of tho Waffen-SS considored this moasuro 2 doliboratc 
docoption on tho port of Himmler. They only lcarned of it 


after tho war, It did not hove anything to do with tho mon of 
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the concentration cemp. 

Q It is not quito clozr, Hr, Witness, just whet you 
meant when you said that these men were mede froo from military 
Sorvieco so that thoy could do police cuties. 

A All persons who served at home and in the police had 


to be roliovod of military service in order to carry out thoir 


police tasks. That did not cpply in all tho units, In tho main 


m 


offices in Borlin, therefore, thoso units woro considered and 


dosignatcd cs nominal Waffon-S",. All of thoso things I loarnod 
lator. 

The prosccution assorts shat tho Waffon-SS was only 

of tho whole SS organization, and that as such, it was 
for the carrying throuzh of tko total cririn-cl conspiracy. 
conmont on this, 

I boliovo that it con bo soon fron ell of my tostixony 
thet tho Vcffon-S$ was a completely pare indopondant 
wmit and connoctod with othor orgsnization 7 through tho 
personality ond porscn of Hoinrich Hirmloer, 
tho various bronchos undoubtod intonsif "Golf during t 
wor,  Ihoroforo, 


or of heaving participated in ccorrying thon through. 


v 4 


? 


Jut you folt yoursolf to bo z prt of 

We have beon conplotoly incorporated into tho LINY; 
ena tho concoption of serving i.o tho fourth brench of tho 
that was not gonorclly known, but that feet did apply. 

“port from tho cecusstion concornins tho concontretion 

tho Prosecution furthor asserts that tho T'ffon-58, on 

tho basis of its training, wos c porticulerly cruol military 
tool ond that is to bo shown, rllogodly, by tho p-rticipction 
of tho Ucoffon-S" non in the ovecuation of tho We 
Tho Prosecution furthor asscrts that violotions cgcinst Intor- 
nationcl Law also cppliod in this caso s .S tho rurdor of 
prisonors of wor. Is that corroct? 


A I clrocüy tostifiod, yostorday, that our trcinins wes 


uU 
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Y? 
aed! 


Y not marshallod to that ond, Our 


| 
EMT 
H0198 — 0005 


thod of fighting was supor- 


Visod and approved cs suggestou by tho rmy, and wo wore not 


Succossful cond did not prostirze 


~ o 


through 


The Commendors suporvisod vith thet idor 


e 
de 


personal pride in socing clocn fighting unit 


in tho ovacuztion of tho Warsow Ghotto ond in 
which took placo in Bohemia and Moravia, 


hoar about hero, 


with small 


subordinc.tod for c briof poricd of time. 


my arrost I heard of two 


fon-Ss, those procooding 


yot, and in my ovn mind, I cannot 


Q You mean: tho killing of 


Se 


Yo 


Q Those incidents cro not 


rather the falling by tho wiyvsido 


cruol 


in mind, 


parts cf roploconont units who temporarily 


Unfcrtun:tolvy 


hos not boon concluded 


joncdlitios 


mothods,. 
They had 
ting 


the oxocution 


These matters I only 


In this connection wo ccn only bo concerned 


wore 


y, during 


trials against two nombors of tho Waf- 


as 


Means. 


training, nut 


» tho giving 


of nerve when thoso pooplo wore donp in onony territory. 


these cro matters which will novor bo thrown in 


gonoral mombership, ovon J rtt had 


csos oithor in tho 


rolctionship 


m 


cntire momborship of tho Weffon-s 


ratio would mocan thorc would bo onacenso sY-. 


non in tho mombeorship. Thoso 


dA "vA d n^ c 
Acpponinscs 


tro intcnsificction cf conbe.t 


during c lone wer: happenings which have takon 
YO C >’ os O 


and 


sidos clways havo takon place 


4 w 
connot hold thom, the bulk of tho S $ 


[N am 


Wen did 
Q what off che 


oct 


n.m 


tron- 


cttitudo of tho nonbors of tho We S< 
Loinrich Hirzilcr, r 


to crocto an influonco, 2130 Wear this w 


Ho did not address troups of tho Waffon-S”, 


talkod to some officors or corm:sc-ndcrs in tho 
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on tho ground snd 


always will tako placos 


On occasion h 


LLOG 


tho feeo- o f 


not boon two but rcthor 


scinst 100,000 


in tho cir 
picco cn both 


xr 
Lou 


“oinrich Hirmlor havo on tho internal. 


“ssurodly, triod in poccotiro 


P. cT 29 
-8 Lripossiblo, 


Q 


It wos 





"a 0. 
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generally known thet Heinrich Hirmlor, who probably wes only a 
solcior for ono yoor, was cornplotoly clion in his relations 
with troups. Eo undorostin-:tod tho importance cf thoso tasks. 
Theat was woll known, Ho liked to play tho role of tho strong 
mon through oxaggeretion ond through suporlotivos, If soroono 
conos along with big words, tho soldior does not pay much a$ton- 
tion. In that way tho influonco cf Hirmmlor was vory insirnifi- 
cant during tho war. We wore his uniforn of courso, but tho 
Weffon-SS eroctod thoir won modols of bohavior through working 
with thon day by daye 

Q Porhaps it was tho influonco cf Hirmlor end tho Corn- 
monders that wos vory strong? 

4 Quito the contrary. Tho Corwi-ndors, cf courso, wore 
under hin so far as militery cbodionco is concornod, Dut 
matter cf critiques that wes oxorcisod with thon wes ido 
That was a possibility that was givon thon, It oxistod oxpociall, 
in rcgcord to his oxtr.vagent ond romentic ideas.  Tkoso non hod 
onouzh oxporioneo cand knowlodgo cf livo so thet his spoochos 
could bo transmitted and roprocducod in tho isngusgo of tho 
soldier. Tho critical attitudo toward Heinrich Iirmlor increased 
during tho war, 


ad vico, 


Fought agcinst, 


S it correct that Eoinrich Hirmlor, in his spoochos 


scnctionod oxcossos c 


z 2 
^ only know tho spooch of th Jocr 1943 ot Kherkov in 


which spooch he montioned threo points, which, of courso, ccllod 
for opposition, His stctorionts which woro in vory bod tasto 

in rogard to tho Jows applica only to Gernany. Vo could nct 
recognize any oxtorminotion from those ronorks. Wis rofcrences 
to the suporior nuriboprs of our onony was something which could 

bo intorprotod by tho con.on scldior thet thet superiority of 


our onony would have to bo redo up for during bcttle, 
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Qe What were the special points of this criticus of the officer corps 


directed against Heinrich Himmler ? 


Ae He thought that after the war the vario s organizations which were 
subordinate to him, the SS and perhaps the police also, covld be assimilated 


3 


into one, to do just the opposite of that which happened during the war, and 


our intentions were against this inteption of hise 


Qe How far were the crimes in c ncentration cam;s known to the Waffen SS, 
such as the extermination of the - ws ? I should like to call to your atten- 
tion that I don't want you to speak for yourself alune as a highly placed 
gencral, but I want you to speak for the imple SS man, based on your own 
expericnce, of courses 

Ae It sounds quite impossible, and foreign countries do not wish t. believ. 
it, but the members of the Waffen SS as well as myself knew nothing of the 
crimes of which we heard here, This perhaps may Serve as an explanation, 
that at home only those whe had knowm victims at the concentration camps 
knew anything about itẹ only the secret opposition was always prepared to 
mention rumorss If one of them heard something, he fitured he had better 
evaluate it as hostile propaganda, Foreign raidos or newspapers were not 
kncvn to him at all, and even at home it was not possible t 
bulk of the Waffen SS was sct up &:sinst the enemy, anc sacrifices grew 
From vear to yeare jie Cid not have the time or portunity to check rumors, 
anc I was surprised and indignant about those thinzs which Eimmler had done 
contrary to the things that he had preached to us in peacetir e 

Qe Do you know the spe Hi mr s made c 9sen in which he mentioned 

that thousands and tens cf thousands of Jews had been killed ? 
at that speech at Posen, and only heard of the speech 
here, during my arreste As far as I kn'w, the speech was addressed to the 
leaders at home and in the occupied countriese The menbers of the Waffen 
SS were not present at all, or if So, in very, very small numberse 

Qe The unitsfor the guarding of the concentration camps wer 

as Waffen SS as well, and rank was given to persons connected with the 


concentration camp systeme Did you know anything about these matters during 


me UN 


the war 7? 





SA het «sss, HUND 


Y 

A, I have already mentioned that the designation of the Waffen SS men 
for supervisory purposes was made known to me only after the war, but I must 
add that Himmler deliberately cnfused the limits and demarcations batwoen 
these varied organizations to the public, and just for that reason there 
was the designation of the guarding personnel units as Waffen SS and the 
giving of ranks in the Waffen SS to persons who did not have any connection 
with the fighting unit itself, 

Qe Do you consider that the Waffen SS, in its majority, participated in 
the crimes which indubitably were committed ? 

Ae Noe The Prosecution chains the Waffen SS to the fate of Himmler 
ani a em*ll cricle of criminals around hia, The Waffen SS is taking this 


quite bitterly for it believes that in its majority it fought decently 


and fair’ ye 


I should like to ask the High Tribunal to please listen to the state- 
ments und the testimony of the front soldiers on your sides I believe that 
they will not refuse us respecte There were exceptions where incidents 
like that happened, but the Waffen SS considers it as quite upjust that it 
is being treated differently from the mass cf the German Wehrmacht, and it 
does not deserve to be outlawed as a criminal organizations 

DR. PELCKMANN: Mre President, I have nc further questions to this 


witness. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Qe Witness, you heard Himmler's Kharkov speech in April 1943 to the com- 
manding officers of the three SS divisions in the East, did you not ? 

Ae Yes, I heard that speech, 

Qe And you remember that he ended his speech by saying : 

"We will never let that excellent weapon, the dread anc terrible ree 

putation which preceded us in the battle for Kharkov, fade, but will cons- 
tantly add new meaning to it," 


Do you remember him saying that ? 
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"Ae Yes, 2ndeed, 

Qe And your units cf the Waffen SS constantly added new meaning to your 
reputation for terror, did you not ? 

Ae No. I have already expressed quite the contrary ycsterday and today, 
I consider it as an insult to say that our successes were dependent on 
terror. Quito the contrary, I saic that our successes resulted from the 
brave fighting of loader and man, 

Qe Yesterday you told the Tribunol that the relations cf the Waffen SS 
with the local population were good, and that your Waffen SS troops did 
not take hostages nor destroy villa es as punishments, or commit war crimes, 
That was your evidence, was it not ? 

A. I said that the relationship were unob jectionable and good, that we 
did, not displace any population, 

Qe I want you to listen now to Some documents I am going to put'in with 
regard to the SS generally and with rezará to the Waffen SS in particular, 
first, two documents from your own Scurces, 

Me ELWYN JONES: The fihst, my Lord, is Document D-lil9 to be GB-552, 
I am not proposing to cross examine the witness as to these numerous document: 
my Lorde It appears to be the der re of the Tribunal that they should be 
put in.as speecily as possible, i 

THE PRESIDENT} If they are new documents, you can cross examine him 
upon theme 

MR, ELWYN JONES: If your Lo. iship pleases, 
BY MR, ELWYN JONES: 

Qe The first document, D-l19 is a report by a General of Artillery named 
Detzel, dated the 23rd of Nóvember 1939, with regard to the internal situa- 
tion in the Warthegau, western Polerd, incorporated into the Reich as the 
document describes ite 

I needn't trouble you with the first page of the document, the report 
of the 2nd of December and the letter of the 30th of Ncvember, but if you 
read the letter of General Detzel dated the 23rd of hovaribap 1939, the second 
paragraph reads g 
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"Ihe great work of construction in all spheres is not furtherec by 
the intervention of SS formations whe are given special racial politica 
tendency makes itself felt of intu-terinz decisively in all spheres f acdminá: 
tration beyond the framework of these tasks, and of forming a'stato within 
the state?, This phenomenon does: not fail to have. its effect on the troops, 
who are indignant about the way the tesks are carried out and thereby genc- 
rally get into opposition to admin’ -tration and party. I shall exclude the 

r of serious differences by striét orders, The fact that this makes 
a seriovs demand on the discipline of the troops cannot be dismissed without 
further ado," 

And then, the next p 

"In almost all large towns, public sh .tinzs have been carriéd out by 
the organizations mentioned in this, the selection varied encrmously and 
was often incomprehensible, the way it was carried out frequently unvrthy, 

In some districts all the Polish estate omers were arrested and 
interred with their families. arrests were almost always accompanied by 
lootings 

In the towns, evacuations were carricd out, during which blccks of 
houses were cleared at random the inhabitan s loaded -nto lorries at night 
then taken to concentration campse Here also looting was a constant accom- 
panying phenomenone The quarterin: and feeding in the camps was such that 
the Crrrs chief Medical Officer fcsrei the outbreak of epidemics and thus 
endangering of the trocpse 

In several towns acticns against the Jews were carried out which turned 
into the most sericus execessese In turok three SS cars under the leader- 
ship of a higher SS leader drove through the streets, on the 30th of Ocbober 
1939 while the people in the streets were hit on theheads at random with 
horse whips and long whipse Amongst the victims were also people of German 
blood, Finally a number of Jews were driven into the synagogue, there had 
to crawl in between the benches whilst singing, curing whic. time they were 
continuously Wi pped by the SS mene They were thon forced to take down their 


trousers in order to be hit on the bare behind, 
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A Jew who cut -* fright had dirtiód his trousers was forced t» smear the 
excrement into the faces of the other Jews, 

In Lodz it has become known ecnfidentially that SS Oberfuchrer Melhorm 
has issued the follcwing orders 3 > 

1) From the Jello, no unemplcyment relief may any longer be paid to 
Poles and Jews, only forced labour is paid fore (This measure has already 
been confirmed)» 

2) From Yelle, Jews and Poles will be excluded from the ‘istribution 
of ration foodstuffs and coals 

3) Unrest and incidents are t. tbe created by provocation in order to 
facilitate the carrying out of the racial political work, 


lh) The fire service is to be reinforced imnediately in order tc 


^ t LI - m . J 
prevent uncesirable spreathimg $6 othar dbgeots, in case of chance fires in 


Jewish and Polish residenti:l quarte s and factories," 


rest of the document I neeó^?t trouble you withe 
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Thot is an insight into~the activities of the SS in Polan? in November, 


next German document is the Document D/578. 

ELYN JONES: My Lord, my attention has been drawn to another sen- 
tence in the Yooument D/419, which I should like to draw the Tribunal's 
attention to, the last paragraph but one: 

"As the military commander of Posen has already reported to tho High 
Command of the army, the men feel very strongly about the disproportion 
between their pay and the many times higher daily rato of pay of other 
formati-^ns," 

The Document D/578 is a report by the German Brigade Commander of the lst 
Mountain Brigade, Coloncl Pcricice It is dated the 26th of Scptomber, 1943. 
This document, My Lord, will bo GS 553. It is a report on the activitics of 
the SS units in tho orca of Popovaca in Bosnia. I only want to treuble you 


the first two paragraphs: 

"On the 16th of Soptombor, 1943, an SS unit of 80 mon marched from 
Popovaca to Osekovo for th compulsory purchase of cattle. I was not notified 
by anybody about tho arrival of this unit in the technical oporational area of 
the Ist Mountain Brigade and about. tho activity of this unit in the area, for 
which I alone am respon 

"4 short time after thcir arrival in Osckovo this unit was attacked by 
partisans. Under the prossuro of the umerically superior partisans, this 
unit had to retreat in tho direction of the railway station, which they 

ccoded in coing, but they ha? four men seriouly an? several lightly wounded, 
among them the unit commander. One mon was missing, and they also lost an 
armoured care - Tho unit commander then reported from Popovoco by telephone that 
when he hac to retreat, ho had killed all persons who were in tho opon because 
he had no chance to Cistincuish between the loyal population and the Partisans. 


3 


T , * : . B . * 
He himself said th.t ho killed about 100 persons in this incidente" 
Now I want to put in some documents from the victims of some of these 


atrocities, first from tho Yugoslav delegation, the Document D/945, 
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EL.YN JONES: 

Qe itness, you appreciate that the Priris Eugen Division was a division 
of the Waffen SS, do you not? 

ite (No response) 

THE PRESIDENTS fitness, did you hear that question? 

BY MR. ELYN JONES: 

Qe Witness, I asked you == 

e Yes; this division does belong to the Waffen SS. 

MR. ELYN- JONES: The Yocument D/945, My Lord, will be GB 554. It is an 
extract of the report from the Yugoslav State Commission for Ascertaining the 
Crimes of the Occupicrs ond their Accomplices. I want to road the second and 
third paragraphs: 

"tIn accordance with the order of the commander of the 118th German 
division, an SS battalion of tho 'fPrinz Eugen! division and a battalion of the 
'Teufols Division’ under the command of the German Lieutenant Colonel Dietsche 


^ 


carried out on the 27th if Marc 


1 


h, 1944, and on the following days a 'nurge 
action! from Sinj in the direction of tho villages of OtokeRuda-Udovicic- 
Krivodol-Vostane-Grab, 

"'On the 28th March this SS battalion overran the villages of Otok Cornji 
Ruda and Dolac Dolnji one after the other and carried out horriblo massacres, 
Cestructions by fire ond lootinge These beasts murdered on a single day in 
the three aboveenamed Dalmation villages 834 people -=-= apart from grown-up 
men, lso women anc children. == sot on fire 500 houses and looted everything 
thoro was to be looted. They removed rings, watches anc othor valunblos from 
the dead bodies. Theo mass slaughter was carriod out in all tho villages in 
the same horrible monnore The German soldiers gathered women, children and me) 
in ono place an? the opened fire on the crowd with machino guns, throw bombs 


ml 


them, looted their property ond sot thom on fire. In tho Houso Milanevice 
Trapo 45 burned bodios wore found. In another house in tho samo village of 
Otol: 22 unburned corpses wore found ina pile. In tho villaco ^f Ruda they 


collected all the pcople in one plaoo and killed all of them. Those who 


happened not to be collected wore killed when they were founde Not even the 
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smallest babies at their mothers! breasts were spared. In some places the 
victims were soaked in petrol and set on fire. They also killed those who 
offered them hospitality out of fears They also killed those people who were 
forced to follow them to carry their ammunition and other things. According 
to the evidence of roliable witnesses, the massacres wore prepared beforchand, 
an? this all the more so as the above mentioned villages gave no reason what- 
socver. previous to the "purge action? for any kind of reprisals,,,'" 

That report is signed by the President of the Stete Commission, Dr. Dusan 
Nedeljkovic, University professore, 

The the document D/940, which will be GB 555, which is another extract 
from the Yugoslav State Commission roport signed by tho same Prosident of the 

Commission, Dr. Dusan Nedeljkovic, on The Crimes of the 7th SS Division, 
"Prinz Fugen" im Crna Gora (Montenegro); it reads: 

"The various German divisions operating in the area of occupicd Yugoslavii 
marked their path by traces of devastation and annihilation of the peaceful 
population which will testify to the criminal character of the Gorman conduct 

f the war for many years to no ho operations of tho G rman divisions 
were in reality primitive cxpoditions. They destroyed and burnt down whole 
villages and exterminated the civil population in a barbarous. manner, without 
any military mecessity whatsocvoer, 

"Tho 7th SS Division, Prinz Eugen, is famed for its cruelty". 

Then I go on tə thc noxt paragraphs 

"herever it passed == throuch Serbia, through Bosnia and Horzegorina, 
through Lika and Banija so through Dalmatia -- everywhere it loft behind 

of conflagration and devastation anc the bodies of innocent men, women, 
onc children who had been burnt in the houses. 

"At thc ond of May 1943 tho division 'Prinz Eugen! came to Montenegro to 
tho arca of Miksic in order to take part in the fifth enomy offonsive in 
conjunction with the Italian troops. This offensive was eallod Offensive 
Black by the German occupying forcese Proceeding from Horzogovina parts of the 
Civision fell upon the peaceful villagos of the Niksic district: Gornje, 
Polje, Rastovac, Orch, Granic, Praga, Jasenevo Polje, Duge, and Dubocka. 
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"Immediately after its invasion, this formation, opening fire with all 
its arms, commenced to commit outrageous crimes on the peaceful villnges for 
no reason at alle. Everything they came aeross they burnt down, murdered, and 

pillnged. The officers. and men of the SS division ‘Prinz Eugen! committed 
crimes of nn outrageous cruelty on this oeeasion. The victims were shot, 


"n 


sloughtered and tortured, or burnt to death in burning housese Where a victim 


was found not in his house, but on the road or in the fiolds some distance 


away, ho was murdered and burnt there. Infants with thcir mothers, pregnant 
women and frail oł people were also murdered, - In short, every civilian met 
with by these troops in these villages was murdered. In many cases, whole 
fonilies who, not expecting such treatment or lacking the time for escape, had 
remained quietly in their homes, were annihilated ana murcerede “hole familier 
were thrown into burning houses in mony cases and thus burnt, 

"It has been established from tho investigations entered upon that 121 
persons, mostly women, nn? includins 30 persons aged 60-92 years and 29 
children of ages ranging from 6 months to 14 years, were oxeeutod on this 
occasion in the horrible manncr narrated above, 

"The villares +» "s and thon follows the list of the villages; Then over 
on tho next pages 

"For all of these most sorious war crimes those responsiblo besides the 
actual culprits -- the members of the SS Division "Prinz Eugen?! ee are all 
suporior and all subordinate commanders as the persons issuing and transmitting 
the orders for murder and dovastatione 

‘among others the following war criminals are known: SS- Gruppenfuehrer 
and Licutenant-General of tho “affon SS Phleps, Divisional Commander; Major- 
General of the Waffen SS von Oberkomp, Ritter Karl, Commander of the XIII 
Regiment, later Divisicnal Commanders Major Goncral Schmidthuber, August, 
Commander of the XIV Regimont"; an? thon there follow the names of about 
another ton high ranking German SS R_gimental and other commancers, 

THE PRESIDENT: Shouldn*+ you ask whether they are ‘Waffen SS? 

BY MR. ELYN JONES: 
Those men, witness, were members of the “nffen SS, were they not? 
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On 


Just look at the namese 

I know part of those names. They were leaders <= 

Let us take thom in turn: Phleps, Divisional Commander? 

Yes, | | 

Ho was one of your colleagues in the H ffen SS, was he not? 

Yese 

Major Ceneral of the Waffen SS von Oberkamp -- he was in the Waffon 
SS, was he not? 

ie I know the next fow namos: Oberkamp, Schmidthuber, ond Diltsche. 
The rest of the names I do not knowe 

Ve But you do not deny, from the description of them, at any rato, that 
they werc officers in the "affon SS? 

^. I would assume so, ovon though I co not know what the origin of this 
report is. These arc most likely reports which originated in an oral manner 
anc. were they put into this forme 

Qe I won't trouble you with the value of the reports as documents, wit- 
nosse That is a matter for tho Tribunal. 

Now I want ycu to listen to documonts which I am putting in on behalf 
of tho Folish delegation, again rolating to the SS. 

The first serics of documents rolates to the shooting of hostages on the 
comand of SS functiomarics snd by SS mene Tho first is Document 4041 PS, 
which will be GB 556, which consists of 31 posters for tho yoars 1943 to 1944, 
sicnod by tho Chicf of tho SS and Police in ‘arsaw, or in some cases by the | 
Commancer cf thc S curity Polico and of the SD for Warsaw, announcing the 
killing of hostarese 

WR. ELJYN JONES: Tho Tribusal will see that in those frim records of 
mur!or there arc listed varying numbers of tho victims of the Nagi occupations 


In Poster No. 25, for instanco, on Page 16, there is a list of 270 hostages. 
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On Poster 29, page 20, there are 200 shot hostagess Poster 31, page 26 
there are 100 shot hostazese These SS shootings were certainly not an crici- 


nal SS conceptione I hand in the twc documents s 4039—FPS anc l039-FS which 


THE FAESIDENTs Mre Elwyn Jones, I think you shculd ask the witness 
or put it to hin whether there is any connection between the Waffen SS 
anc this documente 

Mite ELWYN JONES If Your Lordship please, 

THE V.ITNESSs Unfortunately I have an English copy before meg I an 

Completely conversant with the English lanzuaze and could not follow 
| question, but I gat er that these measures which took place in Warsaw 
tell as in the case of the first document whic dealt with the Wartherau, 
the Waffen SS had n: thing to do with this matter here, 

THE FRESIDENTs ait until you are given the proper copy, 

WR ELWYN JONES: I am not Suggesting, naturally, My Lord, that all the 
documents I am putting in relato only to the Waffen SS branch o 
organizatione The whole prosecution's case is based on the theory that 
thore was a unity between the various sections cf the SSe 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but you shoul’ give him thc ppportunity of making 
his point if he wishes so, 

MHR.EL.YN JONES; Yos s My Lords 
BY Re ELWYN JONES: 

Q, Have rou had an opportunity of lo king at those posters now, W 
Ae I have seen that the signatures Bhow them to be only SS and Police 
Lea ers, whico had nothing to do with the Waffen SS, as I have already state 


eariier todays and the same ap 


Je 


lies to the incidents in thé Warthc-au where, 
in November of 1939, units of the Waffen SS were not Sstationec’e As to these 
documents, the Documents 3 and 4 apply to the Waffen SS only where they mon; 
ho "Prinz Eugen! Pivisions I cannot check the cata theree I have never 
bcen to the Balkanse 
THE FigSIDENTs: Wes the "Teufel" Division alsc part of the Waffen SS ? 
THE WITNESS$ Noe ‘There never was a "Teufel" Pivision ə 
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BY MR. ELLYN JONES: 
Qe You say there never was a "Teufel" Division in Jugoslavia ? 
4e Not in the Waffen SS , noe 
Mie ELWYN JONES: I shall call some subsequent testimony with regard 
to that, My Lordy if the Tribunal would allow me, at a later stage, to cross 
examine on the whole question of the unity cf the SS, It wuld involve 
putting in old documents and I understand that there was a certain reluctance 
on the part f the Tribunal to permit m to do thats but I should be quite 
content to drawthe Tribunal's attenticng-= 
HE PRESIDENT} Mre Elwyn Jonas, the Tribunal doesn?t desire you to 
cross examine but only not to read out and put to the witness documents whith 
have already been put ing you can put the facts which are in the c 'ument 
to the witnessfor the purpose of cross examinatione 
Mie ELWYN JONES: If Yo Lordship pleases, Then ata later stace in 


my cross examination I will return to that subject if the Tribunal permits 


I should like to put these documents in first if I Aye 
Mre Elwyn Jones, I think the only way the Tribunal 
that it didn't want you to put 
documents which the witness has never Seen anc which are already in evidence 
that you may cross examin 2 witness upcn any Cocument 

MRe ELYN JON If Your Lordship pleases, Then I shall return to 
cross examination on this general issue after I have put these docunents in 
if I may My Lord, 

I put in the documents 038—PS and l039-FS, GB-557 and 558, which show 
that the SS shootings in Warsaw were 2 continuation .f the practico of tho 
civil power ef the Government Gencral from the peri.d March 1941. 7 needn't 
trouble the witness with those documents ə 

Then the document D-956 which will be GB-557; which is an official 
kolish report on German Crimes in Poland, I only desire to draw the Tribunalt. 
attention to an entry on page 184 of that report relstinz 


of hostages, which says that the approximate number cf Poles killed in Warsaw 


from the beginning of the public exccuti-ns until the rising, from Ootcrar 
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the 5th 1943 until August the lst 194), was about 8,000 most of whom had be 
cought in manhunts in the Warsaw streetse 

DR. EFELCKANNs Your Lordship, may I be permittec to make a reference 
to the method of procedure ? Mre Jones said that this document which he 
was submitting to the High Tribunal he could not submit to the witness, 
However, I am of the opini6én that a submission cf documents is possible 
only at this stage in connection with the cross examination, and that means 
for the locking into the question of whether the witness is actually creci! 
Otherwise, the prosecution c*ulc bring any incriminating material without 
any connection into this thing, an? I should like to ask other wise to give 

witness an opportunity to define his attitude and comment, 
MR ELWYN JONES; I have no objection at all, cf course, to the witnes 


> 


secing all the documents, I was only, in thé interest of 


tine, reiorring 
to one sentence in this document which the witness heard interpreted, and I 
shoulc have thought that was sufficient; but by all means, I should let 
the witness see all the documentse 
THE iRESIDENTs: Dre telckmannyg the Tribunal has already ruled that 
these documents can be put in in this way, and Mre Elwyn Jones is referrin;: 
to specific passages ii e uments and you have e opportunity of reeex::: 
a copy of the document, anc at wey you can put any 
question you would like upon the document rhen 
Mi. ELSYN JONES: I next present some documents relating tc 
lttec by the SS in connection with the destructi 
is the document hOh2-rS, which will be GB-560, which 
affidavits from another official Polish report entitled "Th 
Warsaw in 19h, 
The first affidavit is by the witness Ale 
.-8 that s"On the 2nd of August the SS men i ssued an order for us to m ve 
to the house across the roadg our heuse, as well as the house next à or was 
sct on fires; on the 3r& of Aucust we were informea that vo would bo sh te 


| persons wore assembled in the houses; on Au:ust l| at 11 Aerie 


the Temans surrounded the house and gave the orcer tc evacuate apartments» 
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There were awful cries of children and women and we heard some shcts -Scver 
persons wore killed anc wounded at the exits we were driven to potatoe fie? 
and still guarded we were ordered t: lic down; there covld be no questicn 
of escapes A few minutes later we were ordered to get up and we were driven 
under a bridge which was nearbye At the question of one of the ven "where 
are we being taken to ?", we heard the answer "German women and chilcren 
cre verishing by your faults therefore, all of you must pcrish", We were 
put in ranks and a group of seventy people was Separated from us and ordered 
to go behind the bridge cn the hillg the rest, including myself, were put 
against the war between barbed wires, From different points vr^erhy, we 


heard shots; we were huddled tovether and I was on the outer ecze of the 


corwde Ata distance of five meters in front of us, one of the henchmen 


very quiétly loaded his machineeeuns another one was preparing his camera, 
Several Germans were guarding usg we heard several Shotsy, noises, groans == 
I fell down woundec and lost conscicusness, After a while Zi “ome back to m 

t how they were finishing up the woundede T did not move 

and I simulated deathg they Ieft one of the Germans on guard and the rest 
of them went awaye The chnchmen set fire tc the huts and the houses in the 
I was scorched by the heat and almost suffocated bv ‘he smoke 


and my dress smouldered. The German was still cn guard, so quietiy I tricd 


D 


h 


" ne dea ihag } l4 sany ‘ ` ilar anc! 
nen sne describes hm me ra i CGLLiar anc 


Mi. ELWYN JONES: Thi WOME e end :" The group of people 
-resence numbered some 500 i: 385, Of | more than three 
“enased to escapes All the executioners wero S8 men” o 
The next affidavit isfrom the witness Brenisla Dylak, who describes 
the SS atrocitics in 2 hospital in Warsaw s 


Y 


"Very badly wounded in the stomach I vas h spitalized in the Fielc 
Hospital Dluga Street 7— On the Tth of Sentember 194 the Germans ordered 
tho nurses and those of the imates wh were able to walK tc abandon the 


hesrital anc the hesvily wounded 
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I was in this latter group and we stayed in the ward situated in the collar, 
In the whole hospital there were a few hundred sick an heavi ly woun?ed wh 
could not abandon the hospitale Shortly after the nurses had left toe hos- 
pital, in the evening the German SS arrived; shootin: startede First these 
were killed who, with a superhuman effort, left their beds and went to the 
doors and the staircases waiting for the possibility to get cut and save 
thenselvese They were immediately killed by the Germanse Two murcerers 


burst into our warde One had a candle in his hand ==- it was already darke 


shouting 'bandits!g Together with a few of the inmnates of our ward, I — 
saved because the passage to cur beds was obsturcted by other beds» Our war: 
consisted of two different parts; I was in the seconc smaller part, the 
entrance to which was cbstructedg In the first part, all were killed; 
second werd was saved by a pure miracles maybé because somebody was callinc 
the mereerérs sweve We heard many sh.ts from the other warcse The executio: 
went on throughout the hospitale One of the other many Germans was 

ing whether everybody was deade Then we were simulatinc dco" $ one 
of my comrades lying near me stained himself with bléod on his cheek and 
head and was simulating deathe One of the Ger: ens, speaking Urrainian, went 
about among the killed and strikine them in their faces with his gun, It was 
& terrible night Card g a certain moment a hand erenate ws tnhvowm thr ouch 
the window into our wari, Finally the builcin: w > The fire 
Spread verr ^:c*1ve; tuose who tried to esca po we killed, A woman in .ur 
ward tried tc pusn th» iufla mable staf* tron the exis and to protect 
the ward fron t x A3 yes wards, as wol as tae stairc Sc, Were 
on fires the smose the swell of burain- corpses, iaussoribable thirst," 
and then the lasi s~ "Paus . out of several hund-84 heavily wounded 
at the Hos;ii-l in Dluga Street Tz; ouir a few score were left alive. 

Ar ih 
On the 7th cf August 19.4 
ha abanion their houses whic! wore immediately se firo." "There were 


several thousands of us who were driven and pushet about by the SSs 
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All who turned to lock back, as well as anyone who tried to help, were beaten»? 
find further on in the statement "Ws go further ong there is shooting once 
moree A car full of the SS men approaches; the oficers get oute They ins- 
pect us anc take away from our ranks three young, pretty girls; two sisters 


Ne and another girl, unknown to meg The car goes awa the girls c out 
5 , 3 £ , 


trying to defend themselves against the SS men, An old woman falls down; 


sho can't go on any more, An SS officer shocts her in the nscke," And then 
at the last In a church at Wola the rest of our belcngings is taken away 
fron use All the young girls, sometimes no more than 12-1] years of age, are 
left behind, while the older ones, «ith the children, are lec to the western 
Station and then by railway to Pruszkowe" 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Ve Those were crimes of the SS, were they not, witness ? 

À, “hat was not the Waffen SS, but that was only a croup of wen who 
belonged to Himmler who had nothing whatsoever to do with the fighting groups, 


We never fought at Warsawe 





PAA N00 


Q Are you denying that the Waffen SS teok part in the destruction of 


Wars ar? 


~- 


à I was never there’ and therefore I cannot tell you anrthing about ite 


But, to my knowledge, there was no fighting there. A riot was quelled there 
and witnesses have testifiedeess 

Q It was a revolt and then the mass externinations by the SS troops, 
that's what happened in Warsaw, wasn't it? 

À The Waffen SS did not participate, but very few people in the Waffen 
SS were fichtinge 

Q ily Lord, I wish to present document D-95l, which will be Gp-561, 
which are depositions by Professor Tonkiewiez Wladislaw, and Dre Stanislaw 
Lorentz of the National Museum in Warsaw, on the looting and terrible, piece-meal 
destruction of Warsaw by German formations and by SS mene. I shall attempt to 
surarize the documents, 

The next document, 2233-DD-PS, is a further extract fron tho diary of 
the Defendant Frank Showing the coopor:tion between the SS and tho civil 
power in the courts of this murderous event, 

THE PRESIDENT: What's the reference? 

It, ELWYN JONES: 2233-DD-PS, liy Lord, GB-562, That is an ehtry from 
the diory of the Defendant Frank from the 16th of October, 19). 

"The Governor General receives SS Oberfuchrer Dicrlewanger and SS 
Untersturmfuehrer Ammann iin the presence of SS Sturmbannfuehrer Pfaffenroth, 

"SS Oberfuchrer Dierlewanser reports to the Governor-General on the 
emphoynent of his combat group in Warsavi, 

"The Governor-General thanks SS Oberfuehrer Dierlewancer and expresses 
to hin his appreciation for the model employment of his combat Group in the 
fighting in Warsaw. 

"Lunbh on the cecasion of the presence of SS Oberfuehrer Dierlewancer," 

Now, Dierlewanzer was tho Commander of the units operating in Warsaw, 
was ho not? 

IHE PRESIDENT: Can you offer any evidence as to what units these officors 
were cormanding? 


Re ELIYN JONES: I an just going to put it to the witness, lly Lord, 
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BY IR. EIWYN JONES: 

Q Dierlowanser was the cormanccr of the units operating in Warsaw, 
was he not? 

A Dierlewanger was a commande: f a parole group, ag roup from the 
concentration camp that had to prove themselves. He had no connection with 
the SS. I did not meet him nar his troops so I could not testify as to thate 

Q Were the officers of his unit SS nen? 

À I cannot Give you informction as to that for I do not know these units, 

* I sco, I shall produce later, documents on this issuo =- at & later 
stace, my Loide 

Now I want to put in evidence a cocwent dealing with the extermination 
of the Jews by the SSe In this document there is apscific ovijience that the 
Waffen SS is included. The first is oxhibit D-939, GB-563. That is an 
affidavit by Izrael Eisenberg, and ho states: 

" I lived in Lublin arid from there I was sent to Meidanek in the. 
beginning of 19h2, However, as a pris.ner I continued tovrk for the Germans 
who employed no as an expert for electro-mechanical jobs in the various SS 
heuses and SS offices in Lubline I worked as an electro-mechanio in the 
palace building of the SS and Police Chief Globocnik and in the headquarters 
of the SS in Lublin, Wershhauer Street 21. The Waffen SS were also there, 

On tho outer wall the notice 'SS-Waffen! could be seen and on the pass which 

I received at the entrance, the words !SS-laffen! wore also markede I knew all 
the officers, for instance, Oberschaffuehrer Riedel, Rottenfuehrer Mohrwinke 1, 
Untersch2rfuehrer Schrameke I know that the leaders of the SS Waffen, as well 
as the regiment of the SS Waffen whose seat was in the same building where I 
worked, participated directly in all the expulsions of the Jews fromthe 
district of Lublin. In these expulsions thousands of persons wore killed 


on the spot and the rest sent sway for exterrtinatbn. I myself saw how, in the 


winter of 191, the !SS-Toffent of 21 Warschauer Street participated in the 


deportation of some hundred Jews to Maidanek, when several persons were killed 
on the spot. At that tine ry father was also deported because of his long 

beard, as this action mainly concerned Jews with beardse I know that Rotten- 
fuehrer Mohrwinkel directed this acti-n and was promoted to the rmk of Unter- 


Stumfuehrer for ite I worked for the Waffen SS until November 1942, i.e., until 
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l was transported to Radome The same „u rsons participate the whole time in 
all the aims of the SS in Lublin and districte I wish to point out that 
these SS zen kept their herses in the stables on the airdrore where there 
was a notices ‘Mounted Regiment Si Waf fen,! 

Then the next decument is D-953, which will be GB-S6h. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we should give the witness an opportunity to 
speak &bcout this document if he preferse 

iM. ELJYN JONES: If your Lordship wishese 
BY Re EON JONES: 

Q Witness, you heard me reading the last document. From what you heard 
hin say that the Waffen SS participated directly, and also his reference to the 
SS liounted Regiment, the Waffen SS in the Lublin district, those were men in 
the Waffen SS, weren't they? 

À The names that were read off were not officers. Of course, I do not 
know tho names of all units. During the war the men in the Waffen SS were 
rostl; in the front lines, and the front lines were not in Lublin but were 
more Eastward. The nane Mounted Regiment SS Waffen was menti med, but this might 
have been the replacenent of a Mounted Regiment unit, however, I cannot give 
you any particulars, 

Q Are you seeking to explain that these were employees of the Waffen SS 
and not members of the Waffen SS because the members of the Waffen SS were at 
the front lines? 

À The tasks of those at tho front lines were not the same as the tasks 
of those in the reare There were very few in the rear lines because all other 
units wore at the front, and those units at the front were the ‘affon SSe 

Q This affidavit establishcs perfectly clearly thatthese were units 
of tho SS. hat other units were thoro if this wasn't a Waffen SS unit? 


À They could have boen units of the Einsatz groups who had a task 


You nean they were nasquoraQ.: under the nane of the Waffen SS? 
Improbable s 

Q I want you to turn to another docurent which nicht assist you in 

this disk un. Dw953, vhich will be GB-566, The last is GP-565, I bo: your 


pardon, your Lordship, but this will be GB-565, This is an affidavit by 





ee as U LL 
David Wajnapel., H0198 — 0026 


"A few weeks after the entry of the German troops into Radom, police 
end SS authorities arriveds At the very moment of their arrival, the conditions 
became inrediately worsee The house in the Zeromskist where their headquarters 
was became a menace to the entire population. People who were walking in this 
street were dragged into the gateway, and ibl-treated by merciléss beatings 
and by the staging of sadistic GameSe All members of the SS officcrs,as well 
as other ranks, took part in this, Being a physician, I often had tho 
opportunity to give medical help to seriously injured victims of the SSe. 

" After a short time the SS uniform becane a menace to the population, . 
I myself was beaten up until I bled, by four other ranks in the strect in 
spite of ny doctor's arnlot, Later on tuo ghettoes were established in Radome 
In August 1942 the so-called !deportation! took place, The ghettos were 
surrounded by many SS units who occupied all the street exists, People were 
driven cut to the streets and those who ran were fired at. Sick people at 
home or in hospitals were shot onthe spot, anong others also the sick peo»le 
who were in hospital where I was working as a doctor. The total number of pe onle 


killed amounted to about 4,000. ,Abàbut 3,000 people 
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were spared and the rest -- about 20,000 people -- were sont to Treblinka. 


The whole action was directed anc executed by the SS. I myself saw that the 


SS staff were on the spot forming a group and issuing orderse In the streets 
and in the houses SS men 'illetreated and killed people without waiting for 
orders. After the ‘deportation’, the remaining group of people were massed i: 
a few narrow lanes and we came under the exclusive rule of the SS and became 
the private property of the SS who used to hire us out for payment to various 
firms. I know that these payments were credited to a special SS account at ti 
Radom Bank Emisyjnye Jo wore visited by SS men only. Executions carried out 
by the SS in the ghetto itsolf were a frequent occurronoo,. On 14 January 194i 
another ‘deportation! at Treblinka took place. On 21 March 1943 in the whole 
district there took place the socalled action against the intelligentsia 
which action, as I know, was decided upon in an SS and Polino luchrer's meetir 
in Radome In Radom alone about 200 people were shot at that tincs among 
others, my parents, my brother and his nine-months old child mot their deaths. 
On 9 November of the same year all Jewish children up to 12 years of age as 
well as the old and sick were gathered from Radom an? from camps situated nea: 
Radom anc shot in the ! Street in Radome Both SS officers ond other rank: 
participated in thise Fron M 1945 I stayed 18 months in Blizyn camp. 

The camp was entirely uncor tho SS and the Radom Police Chicf's control. Its 
commandant was Untersturmfuchrer Paul Noll. The guards wore composed of SS 
privatos and NCO's. The foreman were affen SS men who had been wounded at th 
front. Both behaved in on inhuman manner by beating and ilietroating use 
Shootings of people were frequent occurrencese Originally sentences were pass 
by thc SS and Police Fuchrer, lator on by the camp commandant. The SS other 
ranks knew very wcll about the bloody deeds which were committed by the SS in 
Poland, in particular thoy told me personally about mass murdors of Jews on 
Mcicdonok (in November, 1943), This v2.8 no secrete It was common knowe 
lodge among the civil population as well as among the lowest ranking SS mene 
“hen the camp was taken over by tho Maidenek concentration camp, now ruards 
were sent to our camp, but there was no difference between them and tho previc 


onese In July 1944 the whole camp, including myself, was sent to Auschwitz 
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camp, which could be entered only by SS men. Tho conditions of this camp are 
well known. I escaped during tho evacuation of this camp into Germany. On 
the way, the SS escort machineegunned exhausted prisoners and later on the 
rest of the marching column. Several hundred people were killed at that time. 

Now, witness, throughout that document the I ation of the SS troops 
is underlined. Do you deny the g5 participated in the murdors of Jewish 


people in view of affidavits like that? 


m 


It is expressly noted herco in this document that the Police Fuchrer 


^ni the SS are mentioned in those places where the SD worked with the SS, but 
they had nothing in common with the SS and all examples montioned by you, lr. 
Proscoutor, I must say that only tho affidavit by Moria Bukewska and the one 
about the Mounted Regiment are members of the SS. Beyond that, I cannot tell 
you of my own experiencese 
fill vou read the last paragronvh t? him? 
JON"S: The last paragraph may help you on 
"I emphasize that curing tho few years of war, being a Jew and a doctor, 
I mot a great number of SS men from tho Waffen SS as well as other formations 
and’ of various ranks, but I must state that I noticed no dofference between 
them as far as their inhuman attitude towards the civilian population was 
concerned," 
BY MR. EL/YN 
jaffon SS was always tho cause for any of thoso acts against the 
population. That w-s its function, that its whole seess 
4e No, it was not tho function of the wAffen SS. The Jaffon SS was 
incorporated into the A rmye 
Qe Did you ever, on this particular point, seo Hitlor's Cirective about 
the future of the SS? 
I did not understand your qucstion, 
Did you ever seo Hitlor's diroctive? 
Directives by Hitlor rosarding the future of tho SS? 


know that. 
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Qe In that directive which is, I think, familiar to the Tribunal, it is 
the document D- 665, GB-280, Hitler points out that the functions of tho Waffen 
SS are to be the spearhead of Nazism and to be used as an agent for effective 
acts against resistance at home and against opposition in foreign countries. 
Did you see those instructions of Hitler's on the role o? the Waffen Ss? 
Is that perhaps a directive sent by Hitler to the military offices 

dealing with the future of the 7: ffen SS after the war? 

Qe That was a directive of 1941 which was distributed to regimental 
units ani was made available to the Waffen SS. I have not got the 
available at tho moment, Do you say you never heard of that? 

Aue No, I know only a directive which was an oral one and which contained 
the intentions of the organization after the war; a Cirective which went only 
to the various Apmy units. 


THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps this would convenient time to break OFT» 


(A short recess wos taken.) 





IT 


MR. ZLWYN JONES If your Cordship' please, I went to make 


4ug M LJG 7-1 


slight correction of tho exact numbers of these documents, 


ho document GDB-953 we n twice as GB-564 and 565, G3-953 


will be 564 and the next docur:ent D-955 will bo G3-565, 


It? "n^ 


IRE PRESIDENT: The last ^^cunont you mentioned will bọ 


-- 564, 565? You mentioned sone othor docunent after thet. 
MR, ELWYN JONES: The nex“ docunont D-955, which:I an just 
putting in, will be GB-565, ‘lis is o 
Jowish me Pchont, -cjzosz Coldborg, «nd 
"On tho 23 Juno 1941 I was collod up into tho Soviet arny 
in Lonborg, In tho middle of ls y i vos token prisónor by tho 
Gornons,. ata loeclity 5 kilon ; m Podwoloezysk tho 
SS conrponios soucht tho Jows m 3 wholo r Íf prisoners 
cn tho spot. I ron^inod clive cs thoy did not 


I stross tho fact thet tas tho Waffen 


captivity was endod, d in it 4 and workcd 
1942 to July 1944 fo» tho Waff oY at S places; tho 
enent Dotcehnont, Koscinskis stroot, tho 
Garrison ocninistrction ci io Worff 229, Planty 11 end tho 
Building directorate 
i worked so long f 
cbove nomed detachments cf tho 
At tho heed cf tho ss Voterinary Roinforco- 
mont Detachnont wero Sturnb-nnfuohror Dr, Hold l E-uptsturn- 
fuohror Scbroinor; at tho hocd of the garrison 
thoro was Opoersturmfuchror Grabau ( «t prosont in Dachau canp) 
ona . ead of tho Buildin’ diroctoroto Oberscharfuchror 
Soilor. 411 tho persons ronti.nod tool: c direct port, tocothor 
with thoir compenios in carryi..; out tho oxpulsions in Rodor! on 
tho 5, 16, end 17 ^u5ust 1942, during which xono thousands of 
pooplo woro shot on tho 1 - know that tho gS Vetorinary 
Hoinforconont corponios wont to tho provincial tovn to carry 


out tho 'oxpulsions! of Jows, = hoord incivicucl solcicrs 


wu 
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boasting about the numbor of Jows they had killod, I know fron 
thoir own storios that thoso sero companics participated in tho 
actions ogcinst Polish partisans and also set tho surrounding 
Polish villages on firo," 
BY IIR, ELWYN JONES: 

Q “Stnoss, do you still scy that tho Waffon SS had no 
port in tho atrocitios that woro committed in Poland? 

4 It is my impression that this documont is not crodiblo. 


How could units of voterinary 5onpanios jo pticipato in such 


moasurost I can't soy any moro then thet bocauso I don't know 


the particular units, 

Q it is o document by c mon who workod for two yoars for 
tho Wcffon SS, who new tham porsonolly, who spoke to thon, 

He is a men of thirty-six yesre who sufforod <t thoir hands and 
ho has montioned in dotall whatovor tho Waffon SS units’ cro 
concerned with, Do you still sy thet tho W-ffon SS req no 
part in thoso mattors? 

A Theso abo units ovorlying in tho back, who cpparontly 
Wolonged to tho Waffon S9 ond I can't toll you any moro than 
that. 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 

Q Do you know the mos of oy of tho officors who aro 
montioned in this lettor? 

A No. 

Have you, over boon in Rador? 

No, i i 

Do you know whothor thore woro Weffon S" at any of 
theso placos namod in this cff'dovit? 

A I on afraid I didn't understand, your Lordship. 

Q Do you know whothor thoro wore Waffon SS hecdquartors 
of units at T of tho pd^^os imod in that affidavit? 

A these units woron't stationed there, belonging to tho 
division in question. 

Q Voll, tho porsm meking tho affidavit stetos tho units 


which woro quartored nt particular placos in Radom and what I 





A 0 


8- 
was, whether you know what units wore stationed at 


thet I cannot 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 
Q "itnoss, you havo said that tho Weffon SS units rospec- 
tod Intornational Law and conr.ttod no atrocities in the fiold, 
“2 now proposinz to hand 
in a summary of the charges submitted to tho United Nations 
Commissions of tho various 
Weffon SS. In 
n te this sumic I cr» hond in cortified truo copios ` 
charges thorsolvos which sot ovt tho facts 
S that are complainod of I summit thet such charges 
such surmarios have probative valuo., It is truo that tho 
chargos thomsolves havo nct yet rosultod 
the culprits ncmod hevo not thor: 
mony-fold but I co submit thot 


icvo probetive valuo sra I invito tho Covrt's rulin- 
L w 


4 to thon, 
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THE PRESIDENT: erhaps you can tell us a little bit more 
in regard to the documents you are seeking to put in evidence? 

MR. ZL'YN JONZS: The documents I am seeking to put in ev- 
idence are set up under the nares of the various Waffen SS div- 
isions, the unit involved, the date of the commission of the 
offense complained of, the place, the nature of the incident 
itself, and the source of the information. They are from the 
files of the United Nations War Crimes Commission, or of a 
SHAEF Court of Inquiry which put the matter up to the United 
Nations War Crimes Commission. 

THE PRESIDENT: With refo--aco to the evidence, it is on- 
ly a reference. It does not contain the evidence or summary 
of the evidence, 

MR. ELLYN JONES: I$ eonteins the summary of the evidence, 
The charges which I shall hand in to tho Tribunal contain ful- 
ly the details which I intend to use. There is no objection 
to your Lordship's looking at one of thon. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Elwyn €24,08, are you submitting the re- 
ports under article 21 in any w y^? 

MR. ELVYN JONS: They aro official reports submitted by 
the National authorities to the United Nations "ar Crimes Coa- 
mission and they embody evidence of witnesses and which are ro- 
duced to summary documents fornod as charges. 

If your Lordship would care to look at onc of the charges 


without prejudice to the question as to whethor to admit tho 


document or not, it night be hc.oful. If your Lordship please, 


Sir David Maxwell F-fe is ina position to list the arrange- 
ment of the United Nations War Crimes Commission with regard 
to these charzes and it might be helpful to indicate the ma- 
chinory to tho Tribunal. 

SIR DAVID Mix ELL FYFE: Your Lordship, undor Article 21 
of the Charter, it says, the Tribunal shall take judicial no- 
tice of official Governmental € cunents and reports of the U- 
nited Nations, including the acts ana documents of tho commit- 
tees set up in various Allied countries for tho investigation 
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of war crimes. 
and 
» examine 
nective Prosecuting nation. 

The procedure was that the National Office sent a report to 
the United Nationa jar Crimes Commission who then considered 
it and sent it beck to the authority in the various countries 
which dealt with tho prosocution of the crimes, My Lordship, 
what is being put forward at the moment is a Synopsis of tho 
Teport sent by various countries to the Unitod Nations War 
Crines Commission, in the form of Suggested charges that 
should be brought and a Summary of the Supporting evidence, 
These are available and authenticated, énd the document which 
We should like to use, for the convenience of tho Tribuial, is 
8 Synopsis of theso chargos, Showing the unit, thc dato, tho 
placo, and incident, anā the source, including tho United Na- 
tions War Crimes Commission files, 

THE PRESIDENT: Sir Davia Fyfe, as I understand what you 
havo said, theso docunicnts, of which this is 2 summary, camo 
forward to tho United War Crimes Commission for Some action by 
them for some form of approval, after which they would send 
then back to the Country concerned anà would be Scent to a Tri. 
bunal for trying those individuals Which the United war Crimos 
Commission &pproved tho tria] Of. This is a Suanary which has 
not been &pproved by the United Netions war Crimes Commission, 

SIR DAVID MAX. ELL FYFE: They may or may not. It is an 
cerly stego of a POport of the Unitod 
fission, Each of the United Nations Sont it for invostigating 
and TCporting on wor Crimes, That was an essontial Stop tho 
National Office had first of all, to Collect the evidenco, put 
forward the chargc, and put forward that Teport to tho Unitod 
Netions war Crines Comission, It then came back with an ap- 
proval or comment by tho Unitod Motions var Criaos Commission 


to tho Prosccuting authority of tho various country. For tho 
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Scke of clarification, if I can give my own caso when I was 
in charge of this: Tho British National Offico was. in charge 
of Sir Thomas Bicion, the Treasury Solicitor, who collected 
the reports from the various nations. He sent those forward 


to the United Nations War Crimes Commission. 


It cane back to me and I decided whether thoro 


would bo a prosecution or not. To my Lordship, 

this forward as on authonticated report of tho Uni 

officc. It is the committee which wes establi 

the evidence and to forward thet ovidoneo to the Unitod Na- 

e 

tions body. ‘What wo submit is tho fact that cach of tho Unis 

ted Nations, by cn authoritive conmnittoo, eolloetoà the evi- 
the evidence, and put it forward, which in 

its fora, doos ipso faéto give it probative voluc. 

THE PRESIDENT: You say that in Article 
following words, dcocuaecnts of the connittce 
allied countrics for invostizo 


SIR DAVID MAX ..2LL FYFE: 
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8- 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal would like to look at the Document 


i 
and see just exactly what is its make-up. Do you have an original Document’ 


SIR DAVID MAKWELL FYFE: "v Lord, this is one which is certified 
by Colonel Leningham, the Secretary-general of the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission, 

My Lord, here is one which has been accepted by the United Nations 
War Crimes Commission, as many of them have. 

THE FRESIDENT: We have looked at the Documente Now, before the 
Tribunal adjourns for the purpose of considering this matter, they would 
hear anything further you wish to Say, Sir David. 

SIR DAVID “AXWELL FYE: My lord, I would call your attention to 
the number, of course, that had reached the stage of being approved by the 
United Nations War Crimes Commissione hat would be necessary to my argumen 

THE FRESIDZNT: The summary cf your asking is that you wish to mak 
use of tho summary which you havo? 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFZ: I want to make that comente 

THE PRESIDENT: The approval of thedecision rests with the 
national authority? 

SIR DAVID LAXWSLL FYFE: When I was the attorney General, it reste 
with me. I understand the same prececure is in effect in other countries 
where it rests with the national ethoa 

THE FRESIDENT: 

DR. FELCKIANN: Whether the evidence which the prosecution will 
now prescnt is available in the appropriate form and whether as a report fre 
«llied Government, or from the United Nations War Crimes Commission, it can 
be used, or whether Article 21 can be applied to it, is something which I 
cannot judge at the noment. I an leaving th t confidently in the hands of 
the Tribunal, What appears important to me is that according to article 
21 the High Tribunal can take cognizance of that Document, but only during 


the Prosecutions' presentation of evidence. We are now in themiddle of sub- 
mitting evidence for the Dcfense and if the Prosecution are making these 
reports the subject of their Cross Examination, then there doesnot seem to 


be any objection to that, according to rules of procedure, But, if it is 
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-0 
only a judicial notice on the part of the Tribunal without making these 


reports a part of the cppss examination, I do not think it permissible for 
the SS witnesscs who are being called to define their attitude to these 
Documents, 

THE PRESIDENT: Isn't that really a matter for theTribunal to 
decide? It is a matter ofwhether the Documents should be put in now when 
the witness can comment on theme Whether it comes under Article 21 is a 
matter to be decided, that is a matter of law. Whether it should be put 
in now or after seems to be a matter entirely for the Tribunales 

DR. PELOKZNN: It is my impression that it is important, if the 
High Tribunal will accept these reports as evidence under Article 21, then 
it is my conviction that they can only accept i since the evidence for tre 
prosecution has been completed, in order to put it before the witness. If 
tho Document is put to the witness, I would consider it just, if, considerin; 
tho extraordinary tremendous size of the Documents, the Defense would be 


given sufficiant opportunity to secure the facts for re-examination of the 


Documente That would take several cays. If the Document should bc accepted 


by the Tribunal without examining the witness, that is inadvisable, since 
tne evidence for the Prosecutivi bas been completed and this would be an 
inadmissable extension of tre material. for the Tribunal and this would be 
a limitation for the TP2fease, 

TEE PRuSIDEN?s Tho Tribunal will consider what you say, Dre 
Felckmanne The Tribuars] wiil adjourn. 


«A recess was taken) 





E M0 


THE FRESIDENT: The Tribunal docs not in any way accept Dre 
Pelckmann's submission that it is inconvenient or unfair to the defense that 
documents should be put in at this stagee It considers tmt in all the 
circumstances of the case and heving regard to the late stage at which the 
trial has arrived, and having regard to the nature of the documcnt which is 
offered in evidence by the prosecution, that the Tribunal ought not to 
admit the document now, 

CROSS EXA INATION --- Continued 
BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH ONES: 
Q Witness, with what division of tho Waffen SS did you serve 
during the course of the war? 

For two years I lod the Second Division and later es.» 

Just ono moment. What v it calic Wheat v namc? 

Tho division E tcr was called "Das Reich" Divisione It originally 
had tho name VD Division and beginning 192, 1l9ll, it was tho Soeond SS 
Fanzor Corpse Beginning in Dl I was rotransfcrred .... 

Q I don't want to leave tho'Das Reich" Division for a moment. 
During what period were you serving with the "Das Reich" Division? 
I donot understand exactly 
Q In what periods were yov serving with the "Das Reich" Division? 
From what date? 
4 Beginning with the formation in 1939 until my second wound in 


October 191. 


Q lou did not return to serve with that division at all? 


A I no longer served with that division because later Iwas 
Commanding General and Supreme Commander of the Armye 

Q So that the "Das Reich" Division wasthe only division you served 
with in the field as a divisional commande 0m, was it? 

A No, there were others there ofter me who commanded, 

Q But the "Das Reich" was the only division which you commanded 
personally during the course of tho war? 

A During the tire when I was Divisional Commander Iwas the only 
commander. 


Q Did you command any other WaffeneSS Division apart fro: 
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"Das Reich"? 

A They were changing. Later there were three other divisions which 
belonged to my Panzer Corpse 

Q What were those divisions? 

4 First of all it was the First Division, the Leinstandarte Corps; 
second the "Das Reich" Division, and third the Totenkopf Division. Later, 
in 19h, the 9th and lOth Divisions belonged to ite 

Q What were the names of thease divisions? 

A The names were Hohenstaufen and Goetz von Berlichingen; I beg 
your pardon, Frundsber¢e 

Q During what period was the Leibstandarte Corps under your 
command ? 

A The Leibstandarte richt from the- beginning of 1943, say about the 
end of January, until the beginning of August, was part of my commande 

Q From January 1943 to August 1913? 

A Yes, that is righte 

Q You were in command of that division when it was fighting near 
Kharkov, you were in command of the Corps, rather, in which the Leibstmdart 
Division was, when it was fighting near Kharkov in the spring of 1913, 
weren't you? 

A The Division was under my command during the fighting around 
Knarkov, yese 

Q Have you any knowledge of the fact tlt the town of Staroverovka 
was burned by the Second Regiment of the leibstnndarte Division? 

No, I know nothing of that, 

and that that regiment also burned down Stanitschnoje? 

No, that I do not know, 

Q And that ti burnéd down Jefremovka, murdering the civilian popula- 
tion in the spring of 1913, near Kharkov? 

I do not know that ‘and I cannot believe it either, because the 
fighting at that time did not give enough time for tasks other than 
military tasks. 

Q Fighting did not give your troops time to burn down villages as 
they went throubh - are you saying that? That was one of the outstanding 
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characteristics of your form of warfare on the Eastern Front, wasn't it? 

A No, I deny that. The conception of "scorched earth" was not create: 
by use If villages went up in flames during the fighting that was some- 
times unavoidable. I do not believe that the villages were set on fire 
intentionally because it was in the interest of the operations we were 
carrying out that these villages had to be retaken. 

Q lt was because of incidents like those bumings that Himnler 
was tolling tneofficers of your three SS Divisionsof the terrible reputation 
they had created, wasn't it? Those were typical instances of your fame 
on the Eastern Front, weren't they? 

A No, Heinrich Himiler did not say anything about that. He men- 
tioned terror, which I personally refused, 

Q The "Das Reich" Division, when was that under your command? 

A The "Das Reich” Division > under my command at the samo time, 
say the end of Jamrry 1943 antil August of the same yoare 

Q Did you command it subsequently at all, as Corps Commander or 
army Commander? 

afterwards only when I was commanding an Army did the Division 
cone under my comand again, at Normandy. 

Q Did you receive any reports of the numerous murders and burnings 
of villages that the "Das Rgich" Division was responsible for in Southern 
France in the month of June, 19));? 

A l know from the Indictment the accusation that in Southern France, 
during tle fight against the DeGaulle army, there was fighting during which 
vilieses had been set on firee At that time the Division was not yet under 
my Commande I was still in the Last. I only learned of these cvents here 
during my captivity. 

Q I am not referring to villaces burned during action but villages 
burned as punitive mo asures by units of your waffen SS Divisions. Did you 
never hear reports of those incidents? 

A Only here in the Indictment and the accusation did I hear of this 


one case in Southern Franco, 


Q In June, 19hh, for instance, the anzer Grenadier Regiment 3, 


burned the village of St, Germain de Belaire You kiow nothing of that? 
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No, at the moment I don't iknow. 

Q And Oradour sur Glane? The Panzer Grenadier Regiment was rese 

ponsible for that atrocity, wasn't it, when 793 men, wcmen and children 
You never heard of the atrocities performed by the "Das 
ich" Division when it was a component part of your Corps? 

A Th»t.name and the accusation cameto my knowledge here, during my 
captivity, from the Indictments Before that I had no knowledge of it, It 
was concerned with an individual cor any belonging to that Division, which 
was put into action through local orders of the Feldcommandant 

Q The Fanzer Grenadior Regiment was that not under your com:and? 

No, at that time it was not yet undor my command because I only 
there the end of Juno, Th-. ^. -en I reached France from the East. 

Q It was characteristic to use units of the Woffon-SS for these 

purposes then, was it not <= the very point I have been putting to 
you for many minutes through this cross—examination? 
I have also repeatedly expressed that it was not a typical 
characteristic of divisions of the Vaffen-SS. 

Q The Death Hend Division, when cid you command that? 

The Death Hzad Division tco came under my command at the same time, 
January untiliugust 193, 

Q id you know tket the lst Regiment, 7th Company of the Totenkopf 

Division murdered about 45,000 Jewish nen, women and children in ‘ arsaw 
In what year was that Supposed to have happened? 

Q In theycar 1943, when you were commanding the Corps to which this 
division belonged, the Totenkopf Division, with the great tradition of the 
murders in concentration camps? 

A The Division as such, came under my command not during the fight- 
ing at Warsaw but at Kharkove That was apparently a mistake regarding the 
men anc the guards of tho concentration camps e 

Q Dic you know that thelst Regiment, 7th Company of the Totenkopf 
Division had shot lO Russian prisoners of war near Kharkov in August 1913, 
for instance? 

No, in august 1913 the Totenkopf Division was no longer near 
Kharkove It was by itself, 


IT. COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Would that be a conveniónt time to 


adjourn? I have only a few more questions to put to this witness. 
(à recess wac taken until 1400 hours) 
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PAUL HAUSER -- Resumed 
CROSS EX\INATION -- Continued 


BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Q Witness, did you know that the Prinz Eugen Division had been responsible 
for the massacre at Lidice in June 1942? 

A I did not quite get the name of the place, 

Q It's a very famous place, Lidice, L-I-D-I-C-E. 

A No, already in the year 19l1 I had taken my resignation and from then 
on had nothing whatever to do with the division. I heard nothing about this 
matter, 

Q Have you heard the naue today for the first time? 

& I would almost assume soe 

Q Ch, the whole world knows of the massacre of lidicee Are you saying 
seriously to the Court you have never heard of it? You have admitted that 
the Prinz Eugen Division was an SS division, have you not? 

A Yes, indeed, 

Q I want you to look at Document D-9ll to the Exhibit GB-566, because - 
you have Said that units of the Waffen SS didn't set fire to villages or 
comnit atrocities against the inhabitants, This is a statement from the 
Yugoslav Commission for Ascertaining War Crimes taken from a member of the SS, 
Holtzer.leander; and he declares: 

"In August 1943 the 23rd Company set fire to a village on the railway 
line Jablabnica-Prozor by order of the battalion commander, Obersturmbannfuchrer 
Wagner, under the command of the Company Commander, Untersturmbannfuehrer Schuh. 
The inhabitants of the village were shot in the meantime. 

"In August 1953, on the orders of the same persons, the 23rd Company set 
fire to a village on the railway line Niksic-Avtovac; and the inhabitants of 
the village were shot, The order for the shooting care from Jablanica and 
the villages were burnt down &lready in the morning. The shootings in Panceyo 
were carried out by the police agent Gross, former master-dyer, Brunn, from 
the SS Division "Prinz Eugen! from Pancevo » a former naster-miller. He 
received a reward of 20,000 Dinars forthe hangings at the cemetery.” 


2 


Did you know members of the Waffen SS were from time to time employed for 
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hanging prisoners? 


À It is striking that one company was named as the 23rde We did not 


have such a number, Furthermore, I cannot tell you anything about it since I 


did not command this company. It never was subordinate to me, In tnis 
division, Prinz Eugen, there wore many so-called "Volksdeutsche" Germans; and 
even its first commander, Fritsch, was a "Volkddeutsche" for the Balkans, 

I believe that the war in tho Balkans showed a different aspect on both sides 
than elsewhero, 

Q Now, finally, I want todeal with the unit of the SS organizsticn, 

I suggest to you that the vaffen SS, the Allgemeine SS, the SD, and the 
police branches of the SS forred one great unit of the Nazi state. Do you 
agree with that? l 

A Noe I stated again and again linet this, a parent unit, did not exist; 
that we had no connection with the general SS nor with the SD; and ve wer. 
completely under the command of the army itself. Temporarily small parts 
of the Waffen SS were under the disposal of tho higher police; and SS leaders 
Were assigned for tasks in the rear areas; and, this being the case, that 
applies to Warsaw as well as the cavalry brigades, 

Q For the purposes of discipline and pronotion, the Waffen SS camo 
under Himmler, did it not? | 

À Only in tases of jurisdiction. First of all, the judges who were the 
divisional commanders were the competent judicial authority; but sentences 
beyond a certain degree had to be reported to Himmler for his approval and 
confirmation. 

Q Listen to what the leader of the SS, Himmler, says about the unit of 
his own organtzation, this armed SS. This is when ho was addressinz the 
officers of tho SS Loibstandarte of Adol? Hitler: 

"This armed SS will live only if our entiro SS is alive, if the entire 
corps is actually an order which lives according to these laws and roalizes 
that one part cannot exist without the other. You are unimaginable without the 
general SS; and the latter is not imaginable without youe The police is not 
imaginable without the SS, nor are we imaginable without this exccutive branch 
of the state which is in our hands," That is an extract fron 1918-rs. 


Then he said again in 1913, "It must be so cono about that this SS 
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organization with all its branches, the general $$, which is the common basis 
ofall of then, the Waffen SS, and the regular uniformed police s the Sipoj with 
the whole economic administration, schooling, ideological training, the whole 
question of kindred, is even under tho Tenth Reichfuehrer SS one bloc, one 
body, one organization," That is from PS-1919, 

IS not that a true picture of the SS? 

A Yos, I'd say that it Was Soe He said it would have to be and it 
Should become so for he knew that unity did not e xist, 

Q Thon finally I want to put to you Hitlerts ideas about the Waffen ss, 
the Document D-665, GB-280, which I referred to this morning. 

THE PRESIDENT: You didn't give us the number for that document which 
you said took place in 193, 

MR. ELVYN JONES: That is the famous 1919-PS, US-170, 

Q These are Hitlerts ideas on the Waffen SS. He says that the greater 
German Reich in its final form would not include within its structures any- 
thing but national entities who aro right from the beginning yell disposed 
towards the Reiche "Tt is therefore necessary to maintain outside the 
corps of the Reich a state military police capable of representing and imposing 
the authority within the country in any Situation," Thon he goes on, "Having 
returned home in the ranks of tho army, after having proved themselves in 
the field, tho units of the Waffen ss who possessed the authority to execute 
their tasks as state police eee" That again is a picture of the unity of 
the SS by the leader of the Nazi Stato. Are you saying that he is wrong and 
that you were right in this nattor? 

A No, those are his ideas for the future, not which had been realized 


and which he intended to realize after the Ware 





TOEA aaa 


COLe SMIRNOV: Mre President, I would like to put only a very vew 


questions to this witness in supplement to the detailed cross examination 


which was made by my British colleague, Do you allow me to do so ? 
I am submitting to the Tribunal as USSR E xhibit 520. 

THE FRESIDENTs Have you fresh matters to gointo, or fresh documents 
to put in ? 

COL. SMIRNOV I have a few fresh documents which I would like to 
submit, anc in connection with that I have a few questions to put to the 
wWitnessg Only three or four questions, 

I am submitting to the Tribund as USSR Exhibit 520 a summarize. states 
ment of the Yugoslav State Commission, which deals especially with the actions 
of the SS Division "Prinz Eugen". My collea-ues have alreacy qucted a few 


documents referring to this, and this is summarized, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY COLe SMIRNOV: 

Qe I would like the witness to apy attenticn to page 3, hy 5, of the do- 
cumentm which is a list of the villares destroyed during one action, and 
it is not the name of the villages, but it is the names of the heads of 
the families which were killed. I would like the witness to follow me 
while I read two paracraphs,. "After the murcer had been carried out, these 
SS groups went in the direction of the villases of Srijane, Biskoş Gernji 
Delac and Futisic in order to continue their mass murders and arsons g=-— 

THE FRESIDENTs Can you tell us which pace it is in the En:lish ? 

COL SMIRNOV: Fae 6, My Lordy page 6. It is the fourth para^raph 
- DO, it is the third paragraph from the bottom, My Lord. Taze 6 of the 
Enzlish texte May I continue ? 

THE FRESIDENT$ Yese 
BY COL SLIRNOVs 

Qe "After the termination of the massacre, these SS-trorgs proceeded in 
the direction of tho Villaes Srijane, Bisko, Gernji, Delac and iutisic in 
orcer to continue their mass murders an. arsonse All the cattle they found 


in the burnt down villages was taken with theme 
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The entire complex of these crimes, which were committed in March'19l), in 
the district of Split stands out distinciXy from the usual SS criminal style 
by a particular fact. It is that ¢jimax of brutal cynicism, lock women and 
children in stables filled with hay :nd starw, deliver speeches to them and 
thefeafter burn them alive," I ask you, "itness, does not this contradict 
slightly your description of the SS ? 

4e In both ‘of these paragraphs I can only say that we are concerned with 

salkanse I do nct know which units are meant here, and therefore cannot 
counnt on this, 

Qe I vill submit tho following dccument to be submitted to youe It is 
a statem-nt of your old acquaintance. I believe that you remem=er the name 
of, august Schmidthubere Do you remem-er that officer ? 

Ae Yes, I know that name, 

Q Maybe you will recall that he commanded a batallion, the Batallion 

Reicks" in the period when you were the commander of the Civision, 

4e He was in the division when . commanded the Civision, and that is 
I remember him, OT a iong perio. of time he served in the Balkans, 

Je I wculd like to quote only one sentence from the statement of the 
Waffen SS Major General, and I will submit the orisinal to the Tribunal 
Please listen to this paracraphy pave 3 of the Russian text BYA war 
corresp.ncent told me that the commancer of this first battalion Kaaserer , 
after hayin: locked up a large number cf citizens in a church in Krivaya 

aş blew it upe I do not know how many casualties there wero,! 
Do you not consider this action as a very heavy crime a-ainst humanity ? 

Åe It appears that we are here concerned with reports of various Scurcess 
Dircct witness did not make any statenent here, 

Qe Noy this is the statemont the division commancere This is a 
statemcnt cf a general of the Waffen SS e 

Ag Yos, but a reporter makes a st tement here, anc he seems to have bee 
longed to this battalions But for - fact I cannot comment on this, for I 


was not there, and this Civision was never under my commande 
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Q. Perhaps you will tell me what yo: thinz of the followin- documente I 
direct USSR 513 to be shown to the witness, Have I correctly uncorstood 
you yestercay wnen you stated that tue SS trcgps did not murder hostazes ? 

4e YoSy even I said that to my knowledge the divisions which were 
uncer my command dic not even take h.stazes, 

Qe I will reac three sentences of a proclamathon of Sturmbannfuchrer 
Breimaierg whc was in command of a battalion in the rrinz Bugene 
"On the third of November, 193, around 20 hours, a German solcicr on the Veli 
street in Sinj was ambushed and killec. Because we did not succeed, 
despite all our efforts, in finding the culprit and because the population 

not support us in this matter, 24 civilian persons wtll be shot and 
one hanzed he sentence will er.cuted on 5November 19h43 at 5230 hours. 
Signed, Breimaier, SS-Sturmsannfuchrer and Battalion Commancere!" 
I do not read now the list of hostages that were shot. Isn't this a typiical 
example of hostage. shooting carriod out by SS trocps ? 
I am hearing the name Breimaier for the very first timee do now 
whether previsouly he had instituted a court marshall and if thinzs 
taken the course as set down here, that wulc have been justificd. 

Qe Very welle  :erhaps I will succeed in convincing you by what is 
termed "ocular!" evicence,. Will you show tae witness these two photographs. 
With the permis of the Tribunal I will read a very brief extract of the 
statement of the State Commission of Yucoslavia The criginal will be 
submittcd to the Tribunal, It is now being own to the witnesse Will 
you listen uncer what conditions these persons were behcadede "On the 


Ith cf dune, 194), and on the following days the ‘S-Tr: ops from Tricste com- 


mitted atrocities and crimes against ths S ovonoe »opulation in the Slovene 


coastal area, as wo have already stated abovee" I will skip the next scne 
tence ani the secon’ sentence, which are cumulative. "On that cay Hitler's 
criminals captured two soldiers of the Jusoslav Liberation Army anc the Slo- 
vene Pertisan battalior They brought them to Razori, where they mutilated 
their faces with baycnets, put out their gyes and then asked them if they 


coul. see their colleague tito, 
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Thereupon they called the peasants tovether anu beheaded to two victims 
before Sedej's houses They thon placed the heads on a table, Later, after 
a battle, the photczraphs were nove: I fallen German, From this it 
can be seen that they confirm the above described incident, namely the crime 
of bloodthirsty German executioners in Razori," Don't you consider these 
acts as a typical example of crimes apainst humanity ? 

Ae If it had been perpetrated by men of the affen SS it would have been 
crimes, but that has not been proved here, It was one of thirty-five 
divisions in the Balkans, as avainst the larre corps of the Waffen SS, 

Qe Then I will show you another ori-inal German ‘ocument which is 
USSR Exhibit 1335 ani wich is a letter for information cf the German hich 
comand to the battalion commander "Supersloda", Lieutenant Serrene Commander, 
I will only quote two sentencese You state: yesterday that SS troops did 
not. kill prisoners, Di: I correctly understanc you ? 

Ae Yos, 

Qe I will then ask you to listen to two sentences quctec? from a German 
iocumant, First, at the bevinnine ..- the page, "SS division is wit its 
west blank near RITAC", I skip one sentence, and I continue, "As a result 

9 ` 
of the successful ensagement, 23 dea and 34 wounced anc more than 100 


Sin 


Cremy dead have been countede! Please pay attention t. the followine 
47 captured soldiers have been shot, 363 provisionally apprehended," In 
two commando units it is o icia: stated that the 

This was a very cruel me . on the jf SS 


on crimes which allecedly an SS unit 


perpetrated, without menticnin: the unit to which 
t k 3 


I believe that the l7 shot soldiers is a cruel thine Have you 

rent opinion on that matter ? 

I have no proof of the fact that it was cne cf the Waffen SS wh 
Qe Then please answer the follows question. Do you have knowled= 


the thirc SS tank corps was engaged in the territory of the USSR ? 


. 
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Ae The third tank corps ? The third ? Is that a corps, a Panzek corps ? 
believe that that was used in the southern sector, 
No, it was envsaged in Estoniag Did you kndw General Steiner ? 
Yee, hc was the counanding generale 
Did you know where the Totenkopf divisions were engaged ? 
Yes, we discussed that today alreacy, 
It was engaged at Miansk and other districts of the Movecro rerion, 
that right ? 
I just heard the words "Miane’", Did I hear that co rectly-? 
Yese Thank you, 
Yes, that is where the divisicn wase 
“hat Civision was ccmmanded by Major G l e, isn't that riecht ? 
Eicke ? Eicke, yes indeed, 
D. you have knowledge vhere the Adolf Hitler Civision was engaged ? 
4t the same period of time as the civision SS was it Miansk I believe 
it was used in the southern sector as welle Miansk «= I believe that was 
in the year 1942 or perhaps 194l. 


dvision was commanded by Lieutenant General Sinon, isn't that 


Ae Simon was the successor to Eicke, yes. 
Qe All righte Then when did Obersruppenfuchrer Dietrich coamand 
Civision ? Was that later ? 
No, he was there up until the summer of 
3 k 
Do you know where the 134th S3 division 
igh’ 
of that categcry s» 
i the 97th Division, "Golden Lily" ? 


' Cic that one existo We hau at the most 35 to lO Ccivisionss 
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Q Which was the Golden Lily? Was that in the SS Division? 


4 I am hearing that name for tho first time, Goldon Lilye Noe Noe 


m ontircly new concept to mo, 
And Langonark, did you evor hear of that? 
There was a batallion "Lange .arke" 

Do you lmow Sturmbannfuchrer Schlung? 

I do not quite understand tho namo, 

Schlunge 

Noe Noe I do not know hime 

And do you know Lt, Genoral Lueneborg? 

Lingoborg, yos, 

Noe Lucnoberg. 

io was the Commander of tho SS Police Division, Yos, SS Police 
Division, 

Q Thank youe 
ONEL SIIRNOV; lire Prosident, I will submit to the Tribunal a note. 
has boon compiled according to the Commission's documents which 

Ay Submitted to the Tribunal, It is signed by tho socrotary of 

Commis si one And it is confirmoc also. This might aid the Tribunal, 

THE . PRESIDENT : Have yous Colonel Smirnov, the original of this 
docuziont? 

COLONEL SilIRNOV: Yes. 

lite PRESIDENT: May I soo it? 

COLONEL SMIRIOV: Yose 

HR. PRESIDENT: Colonel Smornov, have you put in yet tho roport of tho 
Extraordinary State Conmission? 

COLONEL SZERNOV: Yos, iir, Prosidonte+ A sorios of roports havo boon 
submitted,  Thiuünotico is a summary of material whichhns already boon 
subaittod,. This is only to holp tho Tribunal, 

THL PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, docs this documont consist of oxtracts 

the Extraordinary Stato Comission Roport? 

COLONEL Si;IRHOV: i. Prosidont. It tolis of the various units ongagod 


in difforont rogions of tho USSR. This is not an oxtract, It rofors to tho 
SS cttachnonts ongagod in this torrit ry, and in most cas.s tho facts which 
were at tho basis of thoso divisions, They aro all nontionod in tho roport 


of tho Stato Connission which wo havo oll dlroady subnitted,. 
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THE FAESIDENTs: Colonel Smirnov, I think the Tribunal appreciates that 
you have done this for the convenienee of the Tribunal, that this document 
has been prepared for the convenience of the Tribunal, but the Tribunal 
thinks they had better refer only tc the report of th. Extraorcinary Commissic 
itself which has already been offered in evidences 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: I have no further questions to put to the witnesse 
EY THE rRESIDENT$ 

Qe Witness, what unit were you cc-mandins at tho time war against Russia 
broke out ? 

Ae At the start of thé campaign against Russia I was the commander cf 
the Division Das Reiche 

Qe Das Reich. Where was that division stationed at the outbreak of the 
war ? 

A. It was used and stationed in the middle sector of the eastern front, 

Qe The middle sector of the eastorn fronte Was it employed in the 
original attack upon the Soviet Union ? 

Ae The attack was west of the Beresina, scuth of : “reCRttorves, However, 
the division was not deployed there. but broucht upe 

Qe You mcan it wasn't deployed there upon the first day ? 


Ae Noe it was brought along as a rear echelon unite 


Qe How long after the attack opened ? 


A. Yes, several dvisicns were one behind the other, for the motorized 
division could be brouzht along «= 

Qe I asked how lon; after the attack opened was your division deployed ? 

Ae Only two to three days after the cutbreak of hostilitiese 

Qe And are you telling the Tribunal that at that time or about that time 
you never hearg of the order to riil Commissars ? 

Ae I have alreacy testified that this order was not received by us and 
that in the divisions we dic not act accorcins to ite I know only that 
lator on we received an order for . separation of the Coinmissars, anc I have 
already stated that this troop hac very little to do with this matter, for 


the Coumissars were not recognized by the troops 
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Qe You say you didn't receive thc order. What I asked you was s Dil you 
hear of the order ? 

he ås the second order came through about the separation, I believe I 
heard that a previous order had gone out, but it had not been transmitted 
by many offices of the general commande 

Qe This order to kill the Conmissars ? 

Re We did not receive that order, that is correct, and I was dealing with 
this order, 

Qe No, but when you received th- -econc order, you said you had heard 
of the other order, an? what I wanted to know was if thc cther order was 
the crder to kill the Commissars ? 

Ae I did not quite understand the question, 

Qe You said you received a second order t6 separate the Commissars, 
and at that time you hear? cf the first order. What was the first order ? 

Ae I said that I heard of the fir-t order to kill the Commissars, but 
only at a period of time when the other ercer hac come throuzh for the 


serregatione 


bus IRESIDENT: The witness can retire noWe 


Re PELCKMANN$ May ave a word, your Honor ? 
THE FRESIDENT: Yes, certoinlye I thought you were through, 
FELCKMANNs In the course of the cross examination of this witness 
and the Russian prosecntion, as far as I am able to judge, sube 
20 to 30 completely new dcocurentse Not:all of these documents were 
used in the questioning of this witness e 
THE FRESIDENT: Dr. Pelcknanny the purpose of reeexamination is to ask 
questions and not to arzuce 
DR. rELCKMANNs Very Well, Mr, presicent, I shall do that, I shall nct 
put any questions dealin. with those «4ocunents to which I cannot refer in 
detaile The Prosecution dic not put any questions either, anc I am of the 
opinion that these documents could not be used. One document is in the 
Polish language, and I au sorry I cannot read it ani therefore I an not able 


to put questions about that documente 
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REDIRECT EXAMINA TIO} 
BY DR. FELCKMANN? 
Qe There is one document, iim. Witness, which is found in tho English 


languages and which comprises 18) pages, the title of which "German 


Crimes in Poland", which I should like to put before you as an 


Will you please read the pester and will you tell me what connection it has 
With the Waffen SS, anc if possible tell the High Tribunal the pase on 
Which it is founde 

Ae This poster is just beyond page 184. It contains an announcement of 
the SS and Police Leader, ani 9t is therefore an organ or an instrument 
of the Higher SS an? Police leader an I have stated repcatedly, has 
nothing whatever to do with the Waffen SS. 

Qe Now I shall have submitted to you another document, 039=8iS, a documen 
about which you were not questioned by the Prosecution. Please tell me 


what connection this document has with the Waffen SS ? 


Qe Here the District Chief cf Warsaw, some-official who was subordinate 


to the Governor General, made an announcement which had no connection with 
the Waffen SS E i 
Qe Isn?t there anything found in this document revarding 
A. It says here only that the German Wehrmacht -- 
Qe I was askin» you whether there is anything at all contained in here 
about the Waffen SS or any othcr formation of the SS ? 
Ae Im sorry I have to give you a decided no fir an answere There is 
nothing contained herein, 
Qe I should further like to submit to you the document lO38«:8, This 
document was also submitted to you by the Froseaution. Please take your 
time in reading this document, anc then tell me what connec'tic 
between this document and the Waffen SS ? 
THE sRESIDENTs What number is that ? 
DR, IELCKANNs It is 4038— FS, Your Lordship. 
THE WITNESS: It also is an announcement by the Chief of the Warsaw 
district who was subordinate to the Governor General of the Government 


General and has nc connection with the Waffen SS. 
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BY DR. FELCKVANN$ 


Qo I should further like to submit Document D-95h, as far as I am able 


tc make out; it might be 57, H vever, this is an interrogation of the 
27th of May 1946 of the witness == 
THE FRESIDENT (interposinz) 3 I think all these documents speak for 
themselves, and if they don't refer to the Waffen SS, the Tribunal will take 
note of thet facts l 
DR. iELCKi/ANNs$ Yess Mre President, Then I should like to 
why these docum.nts were submitted, I am only takin: the liberty d re 
to the fact that there is no connection. 
I shall not submit this doc , since I have received your succestion. 
Mre Presi ent, and I might make the same remark about this document as well. 
B: DR. iELCKMANN 
Qe And can you judge, Witness, whether in this book De956 which you held 
in your hands, there is anything dealing with the Waffen SS ? 
A. I looked at it but briefly, but I could not see any connection, 
Qe You were reminddd, Witness, of the speech of Himmler at Kharkove 
You said on that that this attitude and opinion of Hi mler was wrong, that 
terror had been of use of the troops. Did you expresg that 


? 


Àe On the same day I mace known my opihion to Himmle ind as is 
customary between supericr and subordinate, I Cid this between the two of 


uSa 
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Q An SS Division "Prinz Eugen" was nontioned. How many divisions of 
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* the Waffen SS were there? 

A To my knowledge, there were more than 35 divisions. I belove they 
numbered higher than thate However, they did not exist at tho samc time. 

One of these divisions was the Division "Prinz Eugen", of which have 
already said that it cotainea@ many racial Germans in its ranks, 
Is it true also that in this division Serbs and Croats served? 

A I canot give you the particulars about thate We had warrior 
divisions in the Balkans which contained Croats, Slovonians and Moslems. 

Q Do you know about tho fight in the Balkans? First we are concerned 
about whether, if this fight was carricd on very intensively, atrocitics 
committed by the other side were reported to you. I am not asking this 
question in order to determine thother and state that the other sido comitted 
atrocitics; my purpose is only to determine tho fact that through single 
atrocities you cannot draw conclusions as to generalities. 

A I had no personal insight into the campaicn in the 
from history I know that even before the First iWorld Var, f: 
occur in the Balkans, 

Q Do you know about tho Eastern Frcnt; that is, fron reports which 
cano to you? I should like to limit myself once more in the sano way just so 


that the intention of my question is quite clear. 


THE PRESIDENT: Dre Pelekmann, the witness has already told us that ho 


knows nothing about the war in tho Balkans, and therefore any questions you 
put to him will have no significance to us, 

DR. PELCKMANN: Yes, lire Presidente I must have nisunderstoode That 
is why I do not wish to inquire any more about tho Balkans, but rather turn 
to tie Eastern Front, where the witness had his experiences.» 

BY DR. YELCKMANN: 

Q Mre Witness, do you understand that I am now turning to the Eastern 
Front in my question? 

A Yes, Incidents of that typo did take placce And matters like that 
were collected as they were submitted, I belicve, tothe Red Cross st Geneva 
by the commanders of the armicse But I cannot rivo you particulorse 

Q Do you know that reports like that were collecthd? 
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From this fact would you conclude that the Red Army did things like 


‘A Yeso 
Q 


> 


that systematically? 

A You can hardly expect me to give an explanation as to whether they 
were systemtice 

GENERAL RUDENKOs Mre President, I would like to make the 
brief statement. The defense in the course of the exaninaticn hos tricd 
more than once, according to data which was published-in White Fascist Books, 
to poirit out atrocities cormitted by the opponent; and therefore I consider 
that the question put by the defense’ now must be ruled out, 

Dre Polckpann, the Tribunal considers that you have no 
right to ask this witness for his opinion about those matters, You must 
confine yourself to asking him questions as to facts, and what he knows adout 
factse And you can make any argument about those facts thet you like when 
ycu coe to make your argurente 
BY DR. PELCKMAN': 

Q Witness, in order to clarify the sense of my previcus question, I 
Shoujd like to ask you only the followinge If you could see now the deeds 
which allegedly were committed by the SS, that is, deeds based on these 
documents and as shown by these cocuments, would you, despite everything ; Say 
that that was not a system but rather that these werc Single incidents caused 
by the severity of the battle, Bnd which could have happened partly because 

,of the discipline among foreign elements? 

THE PRESIDENT: You should not begin by asking the witness for his 
opinion, He has dready given it to us, you know; he has already said, when 
he was being cross-examined about those incidents in which tho Waffon SS 
took part, thet they wer. individual instances. He has already said thate 
BY DR. IZSICKMNN: 

Q You have seen the documents in which tho sh: ting of hosta is 
mentioned, according to which a Yugoslav was hangede If in your troop you 
had received knowledge of a case like that, would you have taken steps? 

A Ina case like that, first of all, the judicial authority was the 
competent authority, and he is tho divisional commander, If I as tho cormanding 
general had had reports like that, I should have taken steps, and I should have 


decreed a judicial procedure, Cases like that did occur several timcse 
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Q You were confronted with the case of Oradur in France, Do you know 


e whether your unit, that is, whether your comand, perticip^ted in this crime? 

A I know this incident only fromthe indictment, and I had no further 
knowledge about ite In this case, it allegedly deals with an act of a single 
company leadere That took place at an earlier date, however, and if that had 
been brought to my knowledge and if the division commander had been subordinati 
to me, I would have given him tho order to start a judicial proceeding e 

Q Your unit was deployed in Normandy; is thet correct? 

A At the time I led an arny; yese 

Oradur is not situated in Normandy? 

Oradur is in Southern France. 

Vag your unit responsible for this during your time as commander? 
No, neither the mit nor I, 

Q The prosecution has confronted you with material fron a document US 11 
and cited several quotations to youe 

DR. PELCKMANN: I should be very grateful if this docurent could be put 
at my disposal so that I could prosent it to the witness 3 for just the 
quotations without seeing the document I do not believe can put the witness 
in a position to rive an i ligont replye 

(A document was handed to Dre Polcknann), 

BY DR. FELCKMANN: 

This is the order gi by Hitler abcut the future tasks of the SS, 
This document is only Engli and therofore I cannot hand it over to youe 
But I shell give you several quototions from this document. I shallquote 
the following: 

"Tho greater German Roich, in its final form, tocothor with its boundarie 
will not only contain racial units which aro wel sposed to the Reich, but 
in cur Reich of the future, only police troops will have the necessa 
authority. 

Please describe this order, since you have stated t hat you know it, and 


toll us to what period of time these staterents actually refere 


A I know this order only through oral transmission. It was transmitted 


to the military offices in order to pacify their misgivings cout tho expansion 


of tho Waffen SS. This applics only to the future. It speaks of the creater 
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ORDI Reich as the Reich of tho futuro, But naturally what Hitler meant in 
- particular by this is beyond ny EASAG 
Q According to directives, it almost looks as though the tlaffen SS 
was to receive police tasks in the future. Was that tho basic principle cf 
the Waffen SS during tho war? 
A Noe. Noe I have to give you "no" for the answere Perhaps Hitler 
sought a similar instrument to the one that existed in Austria, where 


there was a military bounday where the men worke d, and in emercendies worked 


for bounday defense. 


Q In your questioning by the Russian prosecutor, alist of a leged 


crimes committed by Waffen SS units was quoted, and on this list one unit is 
nenticned. The witness was asked whether ho knew the commander General 
Steinere You said yes to that question, witness? 

A YoSe 

Q Now I shall read fidovi This is one of the affidavitz which I 
shall submit lator on, This is Affidavit No. 1, an SS affidavit f rom which 
We can seo how strictly this Lioutonant General Steiner cmsidered the 
discipline of his tmps. I quote from the middle of this : 
"Our attention had been called to an alleged spy, according to the 


affidavit of Walter Karlwoisse, 


"Ilo tried to open the door of the neighboring house, but wo wer ^ 


unsuccessful, Thereupon w ok window, entered the house, and investigated 
it thoroughly, without, however, finding a Sovict Spye Since we had only to 
realize that we had made a nistake, we loft tho house by the way inthich we 
had entered it, and we regretted very much having broken a window pane, 

"Two hours later, two Oberscharfuchrer were there when we were arrestode 
We asked the policemen for the reason of our arreste They replicd that the 
Ukraine owner of the house which ie had searched had complained because of the 
broken window pane and complained to the divisional staf f, and that the 
coimandcr of the division, General Steiner, had decreed a strict investigation 
of this case at once before the Divisional Court, and Ernst Kugel and I were 
interrogated Singly by an officer of the rank of Hauppsturmfuchrer, 


"The judge said that according to the latest decree of 


de cent and clean deportment towards the Ukraine population had been laid dowm 
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as cur duty. Together with my comrace Kugel I had violated this rule, since 
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without permission and order, we had centered this Ukraine home," 
Now I shall omit a few sentences. 

"After this case had been cleared up in this matter, the judicial 
officer drew up a transcript and char,:d me with transmitting this record 
to Gencral Steiner. He commented on ny report, and these were his words: 

'It is very well that your behavior was clean 3 otherwise you would ' 
have been severely punished, Gencral Steiner charged me with reporting to 


him personally about tho investigation, but I am happy that I did not have to 


give him any bad reports about his men. And apart from that, tell all your 


comrades Vicking is fighting chivalrously and cleanly. 

After having heard this example, w itness, can you confirm the fact 
that first of all this was the bagio attitude er General Steiner and his 
oboe ; and secondly that it was the basic attitude of the tlaffen SS, who 
were stationed at the frcnt, as well as of the Waffen SS who operated behind 


4 


the lines 
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A Steiner was ono of the first commanders who headed up tho Waffen 
SSe I mow his strict opinion which is stated hero, ‘whether itt was 
a window pano and whothor a judicial prccoss is necessary in a case like 
thet, thet is a point I would not know, But as a basic principlo, this 
opinion was hold by the old leaders of tho Vorfuogungstruppo and of tho 
voffon SS, and this view was hold from the beginnings 

DR. PELCKMAINs I beg your pardon, Your Lordshipe There are so 
wany dopumonts, but there is only one more which I whould like to mako tio 


topic of my re-cxominations 


Of tho numorous affidevits sutzittod by tho British prosocution, one 


deposed by Dr. Stanislaw Piotrowski is anong that number, deposod on the 
29th of July, 1946, richt here in ` ~nborgBe I should like to suggest 
that this witnossbo calie fyr ofc : oxmuhnetion before tho High Tribunal. 
I should like to make this ap lication, for it is quito obvious that this 
witness is prosent here and there would bo no roason to Satisfy ourselves 

on oaffidavite 

THE PRESIDENT: ‘What is the number of tho document? 

Die PELCKMAN Noe D-939, Your Lordshipe 

TE PRESIDENT: Dr, Polclmenn, hadn't you better finish with tho 
witnoss first and thon make your motion afterwards, if you want to make 
a motion about sross oxoninatione, 

Di. PELCKMANN: I havo no further questions to put to this witnoss, 
ile, Prosidont, 

THE PRESIDENT: The witness may rot&to. 

Re PELCKIUNN: I beg your pardon, Your Lordship, 
mistakes It is not Dr. Piotrowski; it is Israol Eisonbo Ge That is the 
namo of the witness 

THE PRESIDENT: D-9397 

DR. PELCKMANN: Yose 

iie FUSTER: Mr, Prosidont, night I asic a 


c a question to make sonothing 


THE PRESIDENT: Woll, it is vory inconvoniont to do it at this lato 


staco. hy didn't you do it boforo? 
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Mà FUSTER: It is not vory imp rtomt, My Lord, I will withdraw ite 

THE PRESIDENT: Vory wolle, Tic Tribunal will adjourn now, 

(A recess was takone) 

TIE PRESIDENT: iir, Elwyn Jonos, the Tribunal understands that tho 
witness, who is -- 

ELWYN JONES: Israel Eisonvcrge 

PRESIDENT: Yes, Is ho prosont in Nurnberg? 

EL/Y8 JONES: Ho is nowin Ututtgart, My Lord, a avallable to 
if tho Tribunal thinks it is nocessary, 

Tuo PRESIDENT: Woll, tho Tribunsel thinke, unlcss thoro is some 
particular objection, in viow of th.naturo of tho ovidonco, that possibly 
ho ought to bo calbd for grass orzowilactione 

MR, wi Yi! JONES: Tho proscoweion has no objection to make at all 
provided that wo have additional time to got tho witness horo, 


TE PRESIDENT: Well, thon, will you have hin brought hare 


HR. ELWYN JONES: Yes, Your Lordship, 


DR. PELCKMANN: I shall now co11 tho witnoss Roinocko, 


GUENTHER REIHECKE, a witness, took tho stand and testified as fo llows: 


| state your fullnaro, ploaso? 
jinockoe. 
Will you repeat this oath arter mo? 

I swear by God -= it is usual to hold your hand up when you aro 
Sworn, =-= the almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak tho truth and 
will withhold and add nothinge 

(Tho witness repeated tho oath 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, PELCiHAZN: 

Q Tir, Vitnoss, what position lid you occupy in tho SS? 

A I was on SS Oberfuchrer, Chiof of the department of tho SS Criminal 
Ccvrt and Chiof Judge of the Suproms SS and Polico Court, 


Q Did you havo legal training? 
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A I had my logal training at the universities of Innsbruck and iunich. 
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In 1931 I passed ny first Stato oxo: ication and in 1934 I passed the SS 
oxamination wich entitled no to ocovpy tho position of a judgee In 1933 
I becane Doctor of Law at lunich, 

Q Did you or the other SS judges have any Special training at all 
carriod out in spocial schocls? 

A  Noithor I nor tho other SS judges have had special training at 
special schools, Tho SS judges camo from positions in tho general logal 
world and before tho war they woro high logal porsonalitios, judgo advocato 
generals, lowyors, or during tho wor they cano from the courts of tho armed 
forcos and were tronsforrod to tho caurts 

Q "d you, on tho strength of your activitios, gain an impression 
of the construction and work of tho :aits ond Groups, tho chiof of which wa 
Himnler, and which ono might doscriuo gonerally as the SS? 

A Yos. For nearly ton yoars I worked in tho legal system of the SS, 
From that soctor I occupicd mysolf vi th tho dovolopmont of the construction 
ond wit: tho activity of tho ontiro $8, tho chief of which was limnlor, 

I occupied mysclf with it to a considorablo extent, From that point of view 
I gained a very considerable kmowledge and from that point of viow I can 
give my tostimony heroe 

Q According to tho prosocution, tho SS influence infiltrated into the 
entire lifo of the Stcto, In this connection, tho numerous positions and 


Powerful positions are roforrod to which tho so-called Reichsfuchrer SS 


Himmler had hold, Is it tho caso thot whoro tho Roichsfuchrer SS is acting 


hat e > Qq oP eA s Aia e 
that the Ss, bene rally speaking, is moant? 





M00 


6 august 1946-4-SOR, 1 

TONE ^ No, Hoinrich Himmler united himself in a number 
of powerful positions in the Party and the State, and final- 
ly, the armod Forces. Ho was Reichsfuchrer SS with tho chief 
of the German Police; also, he was Reich Minister of tho Inte- 
rior, 

Q , Please speak more clcoarly. 

à He was Rsich Commissioner for the Strengthoning of 
Gorman N.tionalism; he was chief of the reserves of tho Armed 
Forces; he was chiof of the prisoner-of-war System, and fin- 
ally, he was the Supreme Conn: ier of the two army Groups, 

All of these powers and positions had nothing to-do with his 
position of the Reichsfuerer ..^ the SS. His nominations to 
the positions of power took p. ce because of orders from a- 
bove and because of his suitability, and for reasons which 

can be traced back to his personality and not because he was 
Reichsfuchrer SS. Any connection between tho SS and these po- 
Sitions of power hold by Himmler doos not exist. 

In particular, four powerful positions of Himmler are be- 

sing eaphasized in the indictment, and it was alleged that here 

jon active, Thoso were his position as the Reichs- 
fuehror of tho SS, Chief of the German Polico, and Reich Co: - 
missionor for the Strengthening of Gorman N-tionalism, and al- 
So Chief of tho Prisoner-of-War Systoz. 

Q are we concerned, in the case of these 4 positions, 
with the activitios of the organization of the SS? 

P No, we are only concerned with the organization of 
the SS where Himaler, in his c^pacity as the Roichsfuchrer 
was acting in connection with the SS. As the Cnicf of the 
German Police, he had been given a task which was entirely 
part of the State. His commission for tho Strengthening of 
German Notionalism is entirely an affair of the Roioh. His 
position as the chief of the Prisoner-of-War Systerm on the 
other hand, is entirely an affair of the Lr à Force. 


Q acecrding to the wording of the previous German 
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laws, it would have to be mentioned in'the transfer of all 
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. tasks which were assigned to Hi-.tler, the phrase Reichsfueh- 
rer SS. How did that happen ? 

A That is correct.  Reichsfuehrer SS was the first 
position held by Himmler at the beginning of his career. It 
is typical usage of lenguage in the National Socialist Reich 
not to’ use the name of persons, but to refer to then by title 
of their position. That usage can be found in numerous laws 
by the persons as such which, by that, the organization is not 
meant. «As in many economical political laws, in order to give 
an example, Hermann is called a Reich Marshal, something which 
happened very often, That was not to say also that the German 
airforce was acting in s% $2940 political matter. 

Q You have just mentioned organizations. Organiza- 
tions--plural-- of the SS. As you know, your statement, your 
testimony before tho Commission is already in the hands of the 
Tribunal, in which you said onc could recognize 5 different u- 
nits which had been mentioned by the Prosecution and had been 
collected as one long unit. Tho General SS, “affen SS, SD, Po- 
lico, and System of concentration camps. What do you want to 
state in your statemont that that theso were independent organ- 
izations ? Will you Start with the jllgoneino SS--the Gencral 
SS ? 

as The General SS was a part, an addition, of a golit- 
ical Party. Thoy roneinod a part of the political Party until 
1938. It disappeared at tho boginning of tho war. At that 
tine, 70% of the members of the General SS changed over to ten- 
porary service, some in the armed forces, a anelar percentage 
of which was serving in the armed forces., But, even the ro- 
aeining 30% were entirely caught up by tho arned forces that 
the gcneral SS, in wartime, had practically disappeared. The 
General SS had, at no time, received tasks fron tho Stato, nor 


did it carry out any tasks on bohalf of the stato. Its mem- 


bers were the renaining civilians who only wore uniforms when 


they were on duty--that took place twice weckly, quite often 
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on Sundays--and it was in order to keep order during party 
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.mootings. It was sports and it was training. 


Q But, it is alleged by the Prosecution that the 
General SS was the backbone of the entire SS, which consis- 
ted of General SS, Waffen SS, and concentration camp dutics. 
Is that correct ? 

A No, that is not corroat, and it is in contradiction 
to the historical development of tho Genoral SS. The General 
SS was not a reserve from which the other name organizations 
wore drawing their forces and supplanting them, The Goneral 
SS partly had no connection to the other CM METTUS ME 

Q Furthermore, tho Prosecution statod that tho Gon- 


oral SS had not only had @ punitive organization, but that it 


had infiltrated tho orgoan&gzntion of the apparatus of the States, 


is that correct ? 

as No, that again is not correct. Although it is cor- 
roct that high porsons in the Genoral SS woro occupying posi- 
tions in tho Steto, such as the position of the President of 
tho Police, and it is also comyoot that such porsonnlitios oc- 
cupicd positions in industrial firms. It is, novortholosos, 
concerned with appointments which aro connoctcd with : tho per- 
sons of tho nomineted individusls but not tho orgenization as 
such, Might I remind you that particularly, tho position of 
Polico Prosidont during the first yoars after 1933 was mostly 
not at all occupicd by membors of tho SS, but was staffed by 
mombors of the S$... In fact, tho Gonoral SS was infiltratod 
by such strange persons and organizations, Hinnlor appoint- 
cd pooplo to positions in the State and Economy and made them 
honorary mombers of the SS without the peoplo boing connoc bod 
with the SS as such. In 1936, for instance, the so-called 
Kiofhauesor Union of soldiers was taken over into the SS by 
Hinzlor, but it had never had anything to do with tho SS at 
any time and it had volunteered under the organization of the 
SS. . You will find the same picture in 1938, There, Hirnnlor 


is awarding honorary ranks first, to the Qrder Police, and the 
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Security Police, whom he appointod to a certain rank and give 
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them uniforms of police organizations, but thoy were entirely 
' 
separate from tho General SS and had ‘tasks completely forvign 
to the General SS. 
Were such persons to whom such ranks woro awarded 
Goneral SS called honorary leaders ? 
They wore the honorary leaders of the SS to 
I have just beon referring. 
Q Is it typical for the honorary leaders that they 
never did duty in the SS ? 
A It is typical that those honorary loaders, because 
of their position, were givon ranks and tho right to wear a 
uniform. But thcy themselves haá nover done a single day's 


duty in tho Gonoral SS and they would havo hed no contact 


with tho nonbors of the actual SS. This, gonornlly specking, 


is the concept of tho honorary leaders in the SS. 

Q vould it bo right to describe such honorary 
ers who hod no official contact or duty with the SS as bcing 
Hess, Ribbentrop, Von Neurath, Sauckol ? 

P" 41l these persons you have mentioned are typical 
honorary leaders in tno SS as i have described then ? 

Q Did they have the power to issuo ordors ? 

«3 when thoy were appointed honorary leaders they on- 
ly received the right to wear tho uniform. ..ny powor to is- 
sue orders was not given to thom. 

Q The other problem we should wcll on is tho Waffen 

What is the situation there ? 

i Tho ‘Yeffon SS, from tho beginning, was an individ- 
ual organization and it remained as such until the ena of tho 
war. It began in the so-called Special Disposal Group. Theoy 
were connected to the General SS because from the General SS 
recruits wore transferred to the Special Disposal Group, and 
tho Special Disposal Groups were joined by Gorman citizens 
who got into it through other organizations of tho Prrty and 


other citizens who were not connected with the Party. 
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They later developed themselves in the Waffen SS -- the contact decreased, 
the contact which was loosened initially. The Waffen SS became an incepen- 
dent organization, which can be expressed by the fact that membcrs of the 
General SS anc members of the Farty who are servin:; in the Waffen SS, find 


that their memberships in the Generał SS an: the membership in the rarty 


becomes dormant for that pebiod, but it is typical that even the highest 


leader in the General SS does not by any ‘means join the Waffen SS with the 
same rank he hasin the General SS but that in the Waffen SS he is treated 
exactly as any other citizens; in other words, he is beginning as a recruit: 
The difference, as proof for my allegation that we are concerned with an inie- 
pendent organization, also lies in the fact that in the case of the criminal 
proceedines of the General SS, the NSDAr would appear whereas in the civil 
proceedings of the Waffen SS organization, the German Reich would acte 

Qe Was there any connection between the General SS and the Waffen SS on 
one side anc the SD on the other ? 

Ae In this case, no connection whatever existed; curing the war it has 
developed into an independent intellizence service even in 193he,it became 
an independent organization which had nothing whatsoever to do with the 
General SS and the Waffen SS, It merely hai the joint contact with Himle. 

Qe. Ves the relationship between the Waffen and the General SS complete ? 

Ae I believe that this question cannot incluce the Waffen SS in any casc. 
The Waffen SS hac a typically military character and its work was just 
militarys that is to say, during the entire war it was at the fronte Any 
connection to these can therefore nct possibly be established but the Gener 
SS also had no direct organization with the police. The police was an orga- 
nization of the State anc it had its orders from the stateg the appointment 
of high offices, high-ranking officers in the General SS anc in the Higher 
SS and police leader, again, indicates no organic connecti.n whatever betwe: 
the two organizations. The Higher SS anc rolice Leader in that particular 
position hac no power to issue orders to the General 38 because he was at 
the same time the head .f another sector of the SS but, on theother hen., 


he had not wot the right to issue orders to the police either, Members of 
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the police have in fact issued by external difference == not worn an SS uni- 
form at any timee There is a connocticn between the General SS anc the 
Waffen SS cn one side and the Secu: ity Police on the othere Ag I have already 
stated, in 1938 the Security Police quite sucdenly received thc right 
to wear the SS uniforms and their ranks were cocróinated with the SS, That, 
however, does not indicate that thére was any connection with the organiza- 
tion of the General SS. Tho Security Folice hac no connection with the State 
and the General SS on the other hand never hal any powers 3 he cannot carry 
cut arrésts nor can he carry out confiscations nor can he Carry out any other 
executive function, It is obvious that particularly at the beginning of 
war and during the war the Security Police, as far as their externa? 
appearances were concerned, became mors and more secret anc that, too, the 
wearing of the uniform and ve Are éczcerned with the period--— 
THE RESIDENT: Is it possible that this evicence could have been given 
at greater length before the Commissión ? Di. you hear what I said ? 
DR. FELCKMANNS Yes, Mre President. 
THE ;RESIDENT: You can shortén it, 
Die rELCKvANNs Yes, I shall shorten it, The witness has alreacy come 
to the end of that particular part of his testimcry, 
THE FRESIDENT: You have been asked over and over asain to shorten the 
evidence an! you seem to me to be making no effort to do ite 
DRe iELCKMANN: I have consicered it myself, only to clear up the 
question of the Hicher SS and Police Leader in particular in great detail - 
because that question is so utterly intricate for anyone who coesn!t know 
Germany and for us Genma ns e 
BY DR. iELCKVANN: 
Qe “hat dic the Higher SS and Police Leader have to do with the General 
68 in Occupied Territories ? 
Ae Nothin; at all, nothing whatsoever, because in Occupied Territories 
there wasn't any General SS at all, The General SS was an institution for 
Germans citizens and for that reas^n, it dicn't exist in Occupied Territories, 


The Higher 5S and Police Leader in Cceupied Territories was carrying out 
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entirely only police functions, without having any connection or ties with tr: 
General SS and that for the reasons which I have described, couldn!t have ha. 
ite 

Qe Wasn't there any General SS in the Occupb£e- Territories ? 

Ae As I have just told you, the General SS was a unit, an organization of 
& political party, in which unit German citizens were exempt -- in Occupied 
Territories, and for that reason the General SS could not existe 

Qe Is it correct, therefore, for me to say that perpetrations, in fact, 
crimes of the Higher SS and folice Leader in the Occupied Territories » cou 
not concern the General SS and incriminate them at all ? 

A. That is certainly anc absolutely c rrect 

Ge I should like to make the discusskon of a document, During the recess, 
I have given you, Wry Witness, a document and perhaps you would be good 
enough to state the number of the document to the Hi-h Tribunal. It is the 
Qocument which was put to the witness von Eberstein yesterday, 

ås It is document lj-2l —PS, It is correspondence between the Higher SS 
ani rolice Leader in the Operational Zone, Acriatic Post, Globoenik with 
Heinrich Himmler anc with Oswald Pohl, 

Qe Has it been possible for you to ascertain from the document, in which 
capacity the author of these letters was áctin^s was he acting in his 
capacity as HigherSS and Police Leader in Trieste or was he acting as Higher 
SS and Police Leader in Lublin, as far as you can remember ? 

Ae “he document shows quite clearly that Glcbocnik, in this case, was a 
as SS anc rolice Leader in Lublin and not as Higher SS and Police Leacer 
Adriatic roste This is contained actually in the document itself. I myself, 
know from my own activity that at the end of 193 and at the becinntn: of 
19h, Globoenik was relieved as SS Leader in Lublin and that he was given 
the post of Higher SS and Police Leader in the early personnele So far 
the state of the document appears incorrect. The date of the document is the 
Sth of January 1943 but that may be an error ẹ It wou à have to ^e i 
194 as theeletter head showse 

Qe sould Globocnikts activities, cescribec in this document, implicate the 


General SS; that is to say, did “lobocnik as the leader of the General SS 
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carry out the a ities which he is describing ? 
the It is obvious, as it becomes clear from the cocument, here, that Glo- 
bocnik was acting in his position as SS and Iolice Leader and that we are 
here concerned with the secret special task which was given him in the so- 
called action 'Reinhart!, Here he is actin; entirely in the police executive 
sectore Any connection between that work with the organization of the Gene- 
ral SS or even »y cne of its members, cannot in any way existe 
Qe Are you drawing the conclusion, nemely, that we are here concerned wit 
the special Girect order anc tašk from Himmler on the strength of the fact 
that the report is addressed to Himmler directly and not as it ought tó.have 
been =- is addressed via the Higher SS and Folice Leader at Krakow, Krueger ? 
‘Ae that is quite true but it als ecomes apparent from other circumstanc 


contained in the correspon?ence, The special task iss 


dence; furthermore, the correspondence is headed "Secret Reich Matter" and 


furthermore, it is mentio ed on the document that this secret Reich 
only existed in four copies anl the copy sent to Himmler, to Globocnik is 


Noe 1, the originale 
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You are still rucding from docunont 40247 
Yos, that is tho Jccuriont I cm roading fron. 

Q Would ycu plocso pay attcntion tc tho top of pase 3. 
It cp cers to mo thet it shows porfoctly clocrly who was occupiod 
with thoso nattors, and by whoso orders cnd whose cuthority 
Globocnik wes acting. 

A On poco 3 of this docufiont, it shows thet tho «ction 
"Roinhardt" was subdivided into four torritorios, Firstly, 
roscttlonont, secondly, uso of labor, thirdly, uso cf nctorials, 
fcurthly, tho hicaton values oni renl estate. It also shows that 
Globocnik was cnly ecrmunicating with Oswald Pchl personally, 


n 


except with Himmler, in this ease. chi was Chiof of the Adr 
istration Dop-rtment, when Globcenik was Chiof of the Adjutant 
Department. 

THE PRESIDENT: Wheat is tno pcint of 211 this ovidlonco? 
Wo have tho Cocuncnts before us, 

Di. PELCHIANN: Yostorday this docunont was shown to tho 
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Hi-chor SS an2 Polico Locdor in tho hoich, von Eborstoin, in 
order to provo with it, through Globocnik's action, who had 
alsc the titlo cf Higher S" cni Poltco Locdcr, and to shew that 
abroad, Higher SB cnd Polico Leadors wore committing crinos, 
and also to prove thet tho Gonoral SS was also inplic-tod in 
thosc crimos.  Bocauso cf the viow cf the presocuticn, 
trying to show that Hichor SS sna Police Lescers wore sinmultcn- 
ccusly cctin; cn behalf of tho Gonorc1 sg. This witnoss, iicinoclke 
.S & hich Jucge, ccn judge tho ontiro orgenization cf tho Hizhor 
cna he is in c position to st-te whethor this iuprossicn 
of the prosocution is correct, 
z ` 
THE PLESIDINT: Surely ho can say so without going 211 thás 
tino on this docunont, ^f ho wanted ‘to say whothor Globoenik 
was ceting on bohclf of tho SS, or was not, why does ho not Scy 
ài got dono with it? 
“ftor you have soon tho cocunent, and consicerins yar 
oxpcrionce, with tho organization cf the SS , 2s wo havo boon 
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able to judge it , and: you scy that Clobocnik was acting on bo- 
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half of tho W“ffon-SS and by its erder, or whothor ho was acting 


on behaif of tho Gonorcl SS? 

IA Tho contents cf the docunient show clearly thet 
Globocnik was neither acting on behalf of the General 3S 
Waffen S5, or for them, The document shows clearly that 
his special personal part or task civon to Globocnik by Hirm 
& task which has nothing to do with tho two organizations 
mentioned. 

Q Amongst the various zroups which you nentioned acrliior, 
Groups which hail also been rogjg^rdod as ono unit by the presocu- 
tion, did they havo my connection with concontration corps? 


he 


We had ; yet cono to the system. of the concentration Camps, 
Hew did tho concontration comp system fit into the SS end 


there an organic tio hotweon the system and the concontration 


The monocenent of the 
concontration camp system was therefore a task for tho Roic 
With such porsonnol, such ricribers of the Gonercl SS end 
portions of tho SS, and mombers of the small unions, anc finally 
of the armed forcos, voro trcensforrod to guard dutios in 


concontretion cemps. ‘The systou cf concontros5ion comps, and 


A 
4 


according to its purpose, had a character similar to thet cf 
tho Polico. Tho cormryineg out of. tk ask for tho «oich wes 


Givon to Himmler in 1932 cr 1°34, Tho spocicl orranizction 


Theat orgonizotion too did nct originato in tho 
Gonora] SS. Tho first cuord for tho concentration canps wore 
to a vory sriall dorree fornor nonbors of tho Gonorcl SS, Thoy 
wore also noubors cf tho SA end cthor porscnnol, hoy voro 
cf tho party, and poople whe had bolonr5oà to no party, 
which was cf courso in accoracnce with tho conditions cf tho 
ITh ^ " s 7 
Thore wore also unorployod ond required work 


ond who hal to bo put to work, Fran those initial stagos, the 
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Death “ocd Units continued tc dovelop cand thoy wore given 


police trainin:, In 1939, thoy joined tho Weffen SS orgenization, 


which was ct that tine beins Zornod, 
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Tho task of muorin» concontration comps now bocanc 
Such porsons ‘rho could not 
the 
concontration comps. 
thot in 1939, tho € 
I shell havo to ask you specially beeau 
tho oxamination of thc previous witness, Coath hore uni 
Ceath hoad civisions ha^ obviously boon nizod up. TEAL 
Coscribo exactly the Acsicnoti f these tivo trnos 
^t is moant by thor? 
Cuore. units 
vape t tho 
wero transferred to various 


> 


nothin; to 


in suardine 
They: wo CLVl oc un anions; tho various 
It has bccn allege. by tho »roàccution 

tho S3 hec been unifice 


the prosceution moans int it Dboco:« ^P fran a roforoneo to 


ho Reichsfuchror 
chicf Cg-artnm ts the logal organizations 


TT 


These voro not tho 


^bbroviato 
Tribunal, I shell onit tho 12*1occincz Copcertionts nov, 


tho Ohiof opartnent of th. Orc. | or thc RHA? 
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for 
don cr2l or PF ; ft the hoac 
Chicf of the scuri hoy voro coportnont: 
ntorior, 
out tho EIC í Departnont ? 
cpartmont of he ch Co:wiissioncr, 
of Goren 


T7 B L] 
3c 31101. 
AGLS SE we 


nartmcnts 


sourccs of 


porsonally 
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orđors hac nothing to co with tho work of tho 


Gonorol S5 and "effon SSe Jor cxonple, the Dopcrtiuont 


"Lovonsborn? (Gorman forn of Lifo) was c nt. Then, tho 
‘eocicnal Officer, 3) Cray Was al so workin: in 
corzrtzont, Tho > ths »crsonal 
working with the orgenization, 
Oxpcrioncos, 
I belicve that further exanplos will bo unnecessary e 
vo ono furthor question in connection vA th that couplox of 


organizations, Thesc sir Ccportronts, wore they unific? in thc 


SupPconio corrant of tho S38? 


Wore six “arartncnts vor kin: ho 
ozrorts, who coulc sive erdoi 
heaving ony unifiection in 
? Yie Hirmlor anc hi cff ropresont unon 
Supreoric cornn^n? whieh was the -oventual source of orcors 
vVOulc suarantoc a wuniiic: rection of thc various 


She various nogts? 


not ix such 2 staffe o hinscl? 


with the zoncral ^iroction Ox 


never in the princinle of unifying its cormans 


not Hirmler's snoechos contre: 
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from the fact that Himmler at the same tine handed over the 
distribution of tho legal matters, as far as it referrod to 
the rescarch and from the hands of the legal system, to the 
Special Work investigating organization, which was part of 
the RSH. 

Tho outcome was that legal proceedings against members 
of the RSE. could be carried out and that Sentences were pas- 
sod, but tho insight into the matters of tho RSH. was denied, 
Evon 3 legal system as a control measure was quite impossible, 

Tacn the members of the &uard.units of concentration 
camps wero under tho jurisdiction of the legal systom, be- 
cause at the beginning of the war they had became members of 
the Weffon SS, nominally speaking, for either financial roa- 
Sons or supply reasons end also for the reason of uniforned 
Supervision, they were drawn into the Waffen SS. 

Q Now ʻou say the Gencrel SS cid not come under the 
legal syster leadership at all from the point of view of le- 
&^l rights. Thun under whom did the menbers of the General 
SS cone ? | 

m The legal system of the gs became operative in 
Cetober of 1939, Which was at a time when tho General SS wes 
about to disappear. Before thet the General SS came under the 
General iogal systom. Perpetrations committed by the General 


SS were therefore prosecuted by ordinary German courts and 


they were sentenced by them. This same condition remained 


in force during the wer, even when thoro was a legal system - 
of tho SS, at least insofar as the mombers of the German ss 
remained in thoir own country. 

P Thon, in order to state it more Clearly, Mr. Wit- 
ness, tho General SS during peace time and during war time 
Cane under the Civil Ordinery German legal System. Is that 
right ? 

A Yos, that is right. 


S The prosecution has alleged that from the beginning 


the SS was boing designed for illegal purposes and from the 
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beginning it has carried out illegal purposes and that no 
was mede during the various pericds with which 

we are concerned. ‘Jould the development of the legal sys- 

ten of the SS strengthen that allegation roforrod to by the 

prosocution ? 

A If en organization had criminal nins and carricd 
out criminal activities, thon logically the lcgal system of 
such an organization must by virtue of the offices of tho or- 
ganization, its contonts and its activities, must indicate 
that it is covering up such criminal aims snd crininal ac- 

prociscly. Tho officers of the SS from tho nonont 
of its fornetion wore principals in tho fight against crine 
and had a porfcetly logical legal systoi. 
rogarding tho carrying out of an orderly lo- 
tho SS, how was it guarentood ? 
tho so-cellod Roichs disciplino. 
I undorstond you correctly that members of tho 
under the ordinary German civil courts ? 
Il have just told you. 


2 Thon in spite of that, thoro was a systom of dis- 


- 


Ciplino, th t is to say, a certain typo of legal systom which 


appliesblo to tho mambors of the General SS. Is that 
corroot ? 
Ihat is what I want to say. It wasen internal 
y syston just as is imposed by every civil union. 
as based on the fact that people who had pre- 
could not enter the official corps 
and sre prosecuted, they would have to leave the 
was the best way of introducing le- 
golity anā o poro ation of crime was prevented autonati- 
cally, 
The education, the legal edification in this disciplin- 
ary system and its apolication in turn was therefore to run 


concurrently with tho penal system and the penal prosecution 


TI 
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with the Ordinary German legal system, so that the SS would 
remain free of any dubious olo:zents between the Reichs Min- 
ister of Justice and the Reichs Leader SS. an agreement was 
reaghed, according to which tiere was the Ordinary German 


dJustico'on one sido to inforr the SS if a perpetrctor of tho 


SS. was discovorod and on the other hand, tho SS hed to in- 


form the Roichs Minister of Justico. 
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That agrocment was looked into and a special zone leader to the military 
justice was appointed. This had the outcome that, in fact, first of all criminal 
elements were eliminated from tho SS and Secondly, perpetrations against laws 
were, in fact, by the legal system of Germany e 

Q tir, Witness as far as your construction of the sentences you use and re- 
latinz to your sentences, please be a little more brief. That will be easier for 

he interpreter, x 

"hy was it that at tho beginning of tho war spocial courts Wore introduced 

in the Waffen 55? Was this done by ahymehance <= 
"T: The Tribunal thinks you are going into this far too much in 


PELOKNANN: + believe, Your Lordship, that this has not yet been dealt 


with befors the Commission and I thought that, in accordance with the decision 


Tribunal, I might introduce new subjects which are important, I shall, 
nevertheless, attempt, ire “resident, to bo brich, 


BY Die PSLCKMANNS 


Q You had understood my last question, had you not? 


Q y was it that at the beginning of the war a special legal system, specia 

courts, woro introduced for tho Waffen SS? Was it its purpose to covor up crimes? 

oso spoeial penal courts wore introduced because SS units wore used as 
troop units and thus, for those units, courts martials had to exist. This was 
carried out by means of a law, not by some order from Himmler and by means of tha 
law the same legal set-up was introduced which applicd to the armed forces, Also 
by nesans of that law, the samo organization of courts was introduced for the SS 
which had alrcady be ed by the armed forces, It could not be said, therefore, 
that the introduction of these courts was carried out in order to cover up crimin: 
actions, In fact, it was the oxact opposite, 

Q But then, it has been emphasizod by the ^rosecution, that the SS was educai 
ed for crimes, atrocities and criminal actions, Your testimony contradicts that, 
your testimony regarding the fight against crimes. Is that not the impression? 

4 The education in the 5S, as far as conduct, decency, right and law was 


concerned was consistente Institutions existed and were created which would 
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their education was carried out in its entirety. wight, law and 
international law was taught not only in the Junker Schools of the SS 
but legal lectures w ro civon to the entire units and tho chief legal department 
of the SS, as the centra department, issued mat erial ito take caro of it so th 
rinciples of cleanliness and decency became common property of all the 
of tho SS, Legal education in tho SS, as it was being handled, means 
precisely the opposite of what has been stated by the Frosecution, 

Q Well,then, the Prosecution might say that this strict legal education and 
fight against crime bfore and during the war just proves how necessary that was 
because there was nothing but criminals in the SSe vould they be right if they 
said 

Oh no, they wouldn't be right. Special principles were applied to the SSe 
It was the duty of the SS to adopt a particularly ethical attitude. Thus, a man 
in the SS would become more guilty if he would infringe on the lezal situation 
and he would, therefore, be more severely penalzod. That is the reason which 
explains the more seve punishment inflicted upon SS members in comparison to 
zorman civilians, 
was he not? ‘hat position did he occupy? For 
instance, could he order a co t ie a c.rtain penalty or pass judzement? 
No, Himmler lo o tha de would keep within the legal structure, 
AS the chicf judge he used the right given to him by Hitler by decree to squash 
procoodings in only very fur Q he judge was free to apoly the law, The law 
guaranteed his indepsfdanco, The findings and sentences of the 3S courts came 
about by means of vote and the principle of majority was .: lied and interference 
of tho highest judge, that is Himmler, could therefore not be possible, However, 
the supreme judge had the right to confirm or cancol judgement or sentencos, that 
is to say, ho could have a ease re-tried if ho did not arree with the sentence, 
But hore again the courts of the SS always adhered to the existing laws and asser- 
ted their will, 
wore sentences that the supreme judge cancelled up to three or four 
times because ho considercd the penalty too high or too low and the same findings 
and sentences w.re repeated by these courts, if àt were inaccordanco with law and 


eventually, in that waym they asserted themselves, 
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Q Your representation of the legal education and the correct carrying out c 
the legsl system contradicts t! assertion of the Prosecution, namely, that the 
S had been designed for purposes for which neither the party nor the state 


wished to assume responsibility. 


A "hat I have told you about the legal education of the SS conforms with 


the historical development of the SS and the fact is that the apparently unbrid 
enable cap between the statement of the Frosecution and my t stimony is due to t 
fact that the Frosseution simply consider the SS as a singla unit from the poin 
of view of its organization, which it has never been, 

Whorever wo are concirned with an action of Himmler the S3 acted, from the 
point of view of the *rosccution, "horovor the state executive acted it was the 
$ 


2 


SS which acted, according to tho point of view of the Prosecution. “hese connec 
ions, from the organizational point of Jdid not exist and that is why the 
concerned, are not correct, 
Put then, numerous cocumcn wore submitted to the previous witness, 

documents which dealt with crimes committed particularly by members of the Waf: 

sk you, therefore, is it right that the waffen 
in occupied territories and at the front committed crimes against the civilian 
population and was it crimes committed systematically and in violationof 
international greement, in violation of local penal law and the general 
principles of penal law of all civilized nations? 

There can be no question of that, t is clear that even on the 
part of the Waffen SS in individual cases there were violations of internation 
law, just as that happened on the other side, as well. But all these are 
individual occurrences and there is no system behindit. All these individua: 
perpetrations were prosecuted under t he legal system of the SS and the police 
in the most severemanner. In the chief department of the SS courts ther. 
existed an institution, central supervision, as it was called, which guaranteed 
the correctness of the entire handling of the matter and I can testify from 
that point of view in this Courtroom, that in such individual cases the courts 
in every theatre of war and during the entire duration of the war were massing 
sentences because of murdir, looting, assault and rape, ill-treatmart and even 


for killing prisoners of war, in connectionwith which the race gr nationality 


of the person eoncerned had no influence, All these were individual deeds am 


icy a 








UMN 


tll 
AUg 6OmitTauine2 20); H0198 -0 
it was not done Systematically. This is proved by the statistics of the chief 
department of the SS} the legal system wasmost Strictly applied and criminality 
varied from .8 per cent at the beginning to 3 per cent at the end of tho war 
and S: that way it remains below the nosmal level, 

Q By order of Hitler, dated 12 Mays 1941, a document which has been 
Submitted here, there appears to have been a prohibition of the prosecutionof 
Such crimes. Is that not a contradiction of your t estimony regarding the 
Prosecution of such cases in senbences passed? 

A No, that is not a comtradicéiom because that order of Hitlervas in 
reference to cancelling the necessity -f Prosecuting such cases, Nevertheless, 
the prosecution of such cases was le? to the discretion of the courts. Duri ng 
my entire period of long practice I kr-w ef no cases =- 

THE PRESIDENT: What $a the referents to the order of Hitler? 

Di. PELCKMANN: I amefraia «y this wonent, much as I regret it, I 
cannot give your Lordship the number. That is the order which came out before 
the beginning of the iussian campaign and in which it is stated that only for 
the maintenance of discipline perpetrations of the troops should be prosecuted. 
If you will permit me to do So, I shall zive you the numter tomorrow, 

Now, Mr, President, I have only ono more question. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Mr. President, I can give you that, 

This directive is Signed by Keitel andieferred to the struggle against 


the bands and it is USSR 16, 


THE PRESIDENT: You Say you .2ve only one more question? 





DI 


Aug 6-uT-À-23-1 Lesser 


Di, PELCKWANN: I have enly one more question and then'I will have terminates 
this particular chapter and I will start a new one, if I may do so, in the 
morning. 

Q It has been alleged by the Prosecution, iir, Withess, that so-called 
martial of the SS and the Police existed under the cover of a legal syste 
that they were murdering civilian p . lation in occupied territories, hat is 
the conception of the Court Martial of the SS and Police? 


A Such Yourts Martial of the SS and Police never existed at any time. There 


wers, as I know from my own experienc, courts martial in Poland, courts martial 


which cams from the Security police. i have now just recently learned that such 
courts martial oxisted also in the re. ining occupied territories, These wore 
courts martial opérated by the Sesurity “Olice, that is to Say, it was an affair 
entirely of the Police, which had Tebalmz whatever to do with the legal system 
of the SS and the Police. 

Q Thank you so much. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well now, will you tell us what are the Subjects upon which 
you are going to question this witness tomorrow? 

Die PELCKMANN: The System of concentration camps and the SS legel system, 

THE ':CSIDENT: You have been dealing with the SS leval System today. That i: 
the subject You have just concluded. 4 have told us that the judges of the SS 
were independant, That is the part of the legal System, isn't it? 

Die PELOKMANN: No, I mean to put Special qestions dealing with the legal 

practicol questions, Your Lordship, 
Nhat questions ar ou going to deal with? 
Tomorrow I would 15:3 to deal with the concentration camp 

system and the SS and Police legal system and the connection between the two, 

THE PRESIDENT: Ihave got down th-t you are going to deal with tho concentra- 
tion camps and the legal system in concentration camps. “hat else? 

Di, PELCK ANN: Notheing else, Your Lordship, 

THE PiESIDEZNT: Well, the Tribunal -ishes mo to tell you that they think you 
have been-much too long and they will expect you to be much shorter tomorrow 
mornings 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 7 August 1946 at 1000 hours,) 
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